NCSD: Fliers tipped
balance in water vote

By Tom Friesen
Staff Writer

NIPOMO — In the election post-
mortem, local water officials are
blaming the defeat of Measure C on
voter apathy and a last-minute mail-
ing of anti-state water fliers.

Voters within the boundaries of
the Community Services District
rejected the idea of importing state
water by a margin of 349 to 325.

David Manriquez, president of the
Community Services District board,
called the circulation of the fliers
“an 11th-hour plan full of outright
lies and misinformation.”

The four-page flier was distrib-
uted by the Citizens Planning Alli-
ance, a non-profit organization with
between 300 and 400 members
throughout the county.

The alliance focuses on educating
citizens about issues affecting their
quality of life, according to mem-
bers.

The flier was wriiten by Charles
Gulyash, a Nipomo resident and
president of the alliance.

He acknowledged that only one
other member of the organization
had seen the fliers before they were
mailed out, but he said alliance
members would agree with the fliers

content. L
“1 felt it was my responsibility to

“1 didn't think it was
fair f0 Nipomo o buy
et e wvetern without
keow ing, all the facts”

— Charles Gulyash

make this information available,” he
said. “I didn’t think it was fair to
Nipomo to buy into the system with-
out knowing all the facts.”

He said the fliers contained infor-
mation that was “as factual as possi-
ble” and perhaps even conservative,
He mailed out 839 of them on Satur-
day. They arrived in local mailboxes
the same day or on Monday.

“It's the first time we ever heard
of this group,” Manriguez said. “We
didn’t have time to respond.”

He and NCSD General Manager
Ryder Ray both said the fliers could
have tipped the balance.

“They scared a lot of people — or
scared enough of them,” Ray said,
noting the small turnout of voters.

“I was surprised by the number of .

people that voted,” he said. “If you
were in charge of your own destiny,
I'd think you’d go out and vote.”

(Continued from page 9)
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NCSD:

(Continued from page 1)

.:j Ray said the fliers were “loaded
w%[h a lot of misinformation, If he
thinks we can get desalination or
Nacimiento cheaper, then I'd like to
se¢ his crystal ball.”

"_.Kathy James, an aide to 4th Dis-
trict Supervisor Ruth Brackett, said
the information in the flier was “re-
glly slanted and uninformed. I think
it did some damage, or some good,
depending on your point of view.”

But she also said that “Most of
the people who really want state
water live outside the district bound-
aries.”

Gulyash said his estimated cost of
$900 an acre-foot was based on in-
formation from Van Laum of the
county engineering department. The
ﬂle{s also included the “official”
projected price of $470 for compari-
spn.

* Laurn had worked on the state
project for five years before he be-
came dubious about its benefits and
was taken off the project by his
boss, County Engineer Clint Milne.
4 NCSD officials have been esti-

ting the cost of state water at

‘ 39 an acre-foot, based on infor-
miation in the state’s environmental

pact report,

Ray said he had heard Laurn’s

st estimate, but “I couldn’t find
dhything to substantiate it.”

, He also pointed out that the fliers
t the cost of the district’s well
ater at $150 per acre-foot instead
¢ the actual cost of $222.

v He said the fliers calculated state

\&at_er costs using NCSD’s initial
titlement of 3,500 acre-feet in-
ad of the 1,500 to 2,000 that the

Bstrict board recently decided to
réequest instead.
t%;Bu{ Gulyash believes that “the

e costs of state water have been
gossly misrepresented” by county
officials like Milne, who has been
tively pushing the project,
§“He’s really not doing us any
{gvors by not presenting both sides,”

yash said.

4 He quoted Laurn as saying opera-

on and maintenance costs have
l;gen nsmg at 18 percent a year and
spid, “T call it a disaster.”

v Gulyash said he moved to the

cpunty in 1975 from the Bay Area

#d enjoys the more rural atmos-

ere, but he can’t be categorized as

3 typical slow-growth advocate.

+“I'm a general contractor and I'm

qxpoged to a lot of points of view,”

he said, adding that he opposes state

water because local control dver re-
sgurces is important and because it’s
Jeist a bad business deal.

»- For Manriquez, the defeat of state

Copy of document found at WWW.NoNewW@qg%cgﬁ perhaps as much a result

} voter apathy as the fliers.
+ “We had less than one-third of the
voters. That’s the mnet dicasein~




PrOJeCteq price 01 4 /U 10r compari-
son,

" Laumn had worked on the state
project for five years before he be-
came dubious about its bencfits and
was taken off the project by his
boss, County Engineer Clint Milne.
« NCSD officials have been esti-
‘Mating the cost of state water at

30 an acre-foot, based on infor-

ation in the state’s environmental
ifpact report.

% Ray said he had heard Laum’s
st estimate, but “I couldn’t find
dhything to substantiate i1.”

. He also pointed out that the fliers
g‘t the cost of the district’s well

ater at $150 per acre-foot instead
i the actual cost of $222,
; He said the fliers calculated state
ater costs using NCSD’s initial
titlement of 3,500 acre-feet in-
ad of the 1,500 1o 2,000 that the
%estrict board recently decided to
request instead.
{ But Gulyash believes that “the
tie costs of state watcr have been
gjossly misrepresented” by county
officials like Milne, who has been
ttively pushing the project.
+“He’s really not doing us any
f4vors by not presenting both sides,”
sulyash said.
3 He quoted Laurn as saying opera-
on and maintenance costs have
Rpen rising at 18 percent a year and
Qid, “T call it a disaster.”
7 Gulyash said he moved 1o the
Qunty in 1975 from the Bay Area
#hd enjoys the more rural atmos-
re, but he can’t be categorized as
L typical slow-growth advocate.
% “I'm a general contractor and I'm
agposed 16 a lot of points of view,”
he said, adding that he opposes state
water because local control gver re-
sdurces is important and because it’s
Jst a bad business deal.
» For Manriquez, the defeat of state
water was perhaps as much a result
of voter apathy as the fliers.-
* “We had less than one-third of the
voters, That’s the most disgusting
part, and it will hurt Nipomo's fu-
tgre,” he said. “It only took 349
votes to beat us.”

awa.xdng w3 03
- UOREUIUON] PRN AT,

hd A

5 LININOANr
“TNOLLYRR 4O CINNOSN
3ONIINT ANY NIIOHS 3

S

N Y

Copy of document found at www.NoNewWipTax.com

‘Hed ‘epu

S N N e Rt * Rl





