
Nipomo---
Continued from A-I 

voters' will violated the Constitution, 
Others objected to allowing a small 
group of voters to decide the fate of 
thousands. And a few complained 
because they owned property and 
businesses in the district but couldn't 
vote because they didn't live there. 

The board was generally quiet, 
answering a few questions and finally 
voting without any debate on what 
had been said by the audience. 

Directors David Manriquez, Kath
leen Fairbanks and Alex Mendoza 
voted to reject the election while 
Gordon Gracia and Steven Small 
opposed repealing the previous ordi
nance. 

After the decision Tuesday, Manri
quez said privately that the election 
represented just activists who were 
vehemently against state water, not 
the real sentiment of district voters. 

"I'm as patriotic as anybody. A vote 
is a vote. I understand that," he said. 
"I just don't think we got a consensus 
of what the whole community really 
wanted." 

Fairbanks told a .reporter that her 
decision came down to reality vs. 
principle. 

. "People want and need water," she 
said. "What do we say to them? That 
this is a democracy. Too bad! You 
can't have water." 
. Mendoza said the Tuesday meeting 
and its results were a truer form of 
democracy than the election. 

"I voted my conscience," he said. 
"Doing what can best serve this area, 
that is democracy. Anyone who disa
grees can run against me in the next 
election and replace me. That is 
democracy." 

The Nov. 5 elecion was undemo
cratic, according to the ordinance 
passed Tuesday, because of the small 
turnout and a flier distributed by the 
Citizens Planning Alliance. 

The flier, the ordinance said, used 
"scare tactics at the last minute" and 
contained misleading information 
about the costs and availability of 
state water. 

Two members of the non-profit 
group defended the flier Tuesday as 
accurate and fair. 

"Should I have sent it to you guys 
ahead of time so you could review it?" 
Charles 'Gulyash asked sarcastically. 
Because so few people voted in the 
last presidential election, he asked, 
"Should we toss George Bush out of 
office?" 

Dozens of different figures were 
tossed around about the cost of state 

'I'm as patriotic as 
anybody.'A vote is a 
vote. I understand 
that. I just don't think 
we got a consensus of 
what the whole 
community really 
wanted.' 

David Manriquez, 
CSD director 

water, desalting water and the dis
trict's water needs. 

"Everyone's entitled to their own 
opinion. I don't believe they're enti
tled to their own facts," district 
resident David Putnam said, urging 
the board to make a decision. 

Bill Vincent, who lives near but not 
in the district, drew the biggest cheer 
when he complained about the con
tradictory information floating 
through the meeting. 

"Take the heat," he told the board. 
"You got it one way or another. Make 
the decision what's best for Nipomo." 

The ordinance approved Tuesday 
needs another vote in two weeks and 
then 30 days must pass before it 
actually becomes law. 
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Copy of document found at  www.NoNewWipTax.com
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