
The NCSD board Can be STOPPED from 

cancelling your vote 


Measure A -YES! Measure A -YES! Measure A -YES! 
Rcadyuur ballot carefully. This i:s a Referendum against the action Qf four members of the NCSD ooarJ whu don't 

. understand h05', Democracy works. In June of 1991, they gave their word and unanimously approved an 
ordinance which guaranteed a Binding election. 
But when our \ute was different than they expected, they hurriedly put together a dishonest urdinance (21-64) 
whil.:h would cancel uur NOH:mber vote. 

Should their fraudulent ordinance (91-64) be repealed by Referendum Measure A? YES! 
AY ESyolcwillrepcaLlheirwrongful onJmance.1L.s....that simple. 

This May 19th election is~theReferendum eledion. 

It is not a re'·vote on state water. It can't be! 


Question: Where on the ballot Nowhere! If the NCSD board were honest, and wanted a rc-yote 
does it say anything about on sta~: water: ~he)~;ho~ld ~:I~/or a re-vote .aft~r I? r.no~t~~. 

A rc- .O~QllJ)tatc_._a1e1 fiill_ ouLdkillegal,.smce.ll\ as Just ontate water? 
s. theball.utmNuLelllbcr~ 

By January, the massive support for the Measure A Referendum was obvious. Question: Where 
Thc signatures were turned in and verified. The Referendum gave the NCSD did Measure A two choices: #1- Repeal the offending ordinance (91-64) which would allow 

come from? them to cancel the November yore; or #2 Call an election so we can repeal It 
for them. Thev chose the e1cction. 

Question: Why is this ballot Measure so confusing? 

Normally Mitch Cooney, the San Luis Obispo Kathleen Fairbanks stated at a water board meet­
County Clerk, runs all the elections in the County. ing: "If you make a measure confusing, people will 
But hecouldnQt run a Nipomo election in May vote no". She, and three of her fellow board mem­
AND also a County election in June. The NCSD bers are workino hard to cancel your vote, and 
could have waited, but they didn't want to. State make it very difficult to get it back. They changed 
law allows them to nm a special ele ..c.tion, e.,..ven if the election schedule after it was legally noticed, 
it's against themselves. Sinc.e they were run~ and changed the deadline for arguments when no 
n.ing.the.election. they got to write thewocding argument was submitted against measure A. 
fm-the ballot~ whlchJhey didjn a totallY.con­ The entire election process in Nipomo needs to be 
fusing and_uninformath-eway ---:.OJLPurpose. returned to normal. 

All this started with Ordinance 91-64. Vote YES on Measure A to repeal Ordi­
nance 91-64 and take back control from these four non-elected board mem­

bers, and their attorney. 

A special note needs to be made about NCSD board 
member Steve Small: We support Steve Small, who has 
moral integrity, and a sense of community. It must be very 
difficult to vote against the group. We are fortunate to 
have Mr. Small on the board of dIrectors, 

Question: Why are we hearing about state water again after we voted it down?' 


The NCSD board and their fricnds couldn't 'cry well argue against the Ref 
erendum. What would they say? "You can vote ir it makes you fccl good, 
but we are going to ignore you" "00\\11 with Democracy" "Wa\c the flag, 
but ignore the pcople" They can't say thcse things, e'cn though thcy arc 
doing lhem. So thcy had to come up with something cmotionallike Moth­
erhood, or Patriotism. or maybe Air Bags. They chose State Water. They arc 
trying to create a panic- thc dJ.ssic \\atef seller's trick ("last chancc", 
"sccond class cnILcns", dri ppln~ fau,~eL etc.). 

The statc water issue was 
legally decided in NOYember. 

You win some and yOU lose 
some. That's lifc. L()sing an 
clection is onc thing. Losmg the 
\ ole is entirely somcthing else. 
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Who are Nipomo Citizens for Democracy. Why are we doing this? 

None of us knew each other before the November vote, \\a\" it a!\,aYs ends lip when vou arc tn ing to restram 
but we were all upset by the NCSD board's dishonest greedy mone\" interests. We &m't get paid Tor this, it's 
attempt to cancel the fair and legal election..We decided not anv flln out jf \\"e don't tn In stnp the NCSD hamL 
to prepare and circulate a Reterendum petitIon to stop NDBfIDY' ELSE-'WILL As far as we arc concerned,
them._SOMEBODY HAD TO DQlIl The fact that the 472 Nipomo residents who signed the Referendum 
there are onl\" a few of us, that we don't have a lot of are also Nipomo Citizens for Democracy, and so is 
money or time, and that we are not very organized is the anybody who understands what BINDING VOTE means. 

Question: Why does the NCSD board want to cancel our vote'! 
They want state water, obviously. So do the people who arc spcrding a lot or mone) lell!!\ll 
you that you made a big mistake in No\ember. We want to ask them this question-

November vote: What part of NO is it that JOU don1\t understand? 

Question: Why is state water information so variable'? 

\,Ve hme ix:cn jnun,dated with the "(,)ITieial" opinIon that pyram, iJ sLheme Hllhc da~~,k' tr;!Jlllon, _., ,fa\. payer', and 
state water IS cheap, rehable, clean. We are a~ked to home owners pay olt the ,Ilans and homl" \"hlfc somc­
ix'lIC\C all thIs because the State Department 01 Water body else's I:md \~lucs soar, 
Resources says so. It may seem that tne bureaucrat'> who The-s.taLcwatcf,h)51ena in 01pomo is nota!?outmnning 
nm the departments at tlie slate (and <;ount\) \evel do so out 01 watcI.~LsalxmL~~nd dc\-,.:lupmcnl. WnclJ yOl),reaa 
\,:Jth a godlIke level of perfeCtion, SkIll and eanng. And "Keep our optHm~ open, or "We Want ~latc \yat~r you 
II this ",'ere the easel then truly, whatewr they told us are only seemg}1ad !he j!l,ought The ,other halt IS SO we 
\\ouldJ)C pretty gOOG mfornMtH),n. However, mampula- can turn the (~~ntral Ul;lst tnt\.) \cn~llr~) I-ounty, or 
lion 01 the truth and creatlon 01 pamc throughout hlS- Occansldc, el~.. 
torY, b\" thc administrators and foot soldiers within the 
Bureau of Reclamation, the Army Corps of Engineers; The losers of the Nm ember electlu:' 11:1\ (' been attempt­
and by the characters who made bIlhon$ out of the earl\' ing to distract NIpomo yotcrs by calling many honest, 
southern California desert') and the San Joaquin Valley decent, long-time residents names. The 5-R-9'2 Adobe 
is legendary. ('Cadillac Desert' bv Marc Reisner chron- Press contained an insert that \yas truly sick. The losers of 
icJes many' 01 these stories) . the November election will saclifice tile sense of commu­
The politIcians and engineers who built the dams and nity which Nipomo has long felt. They are presenting a 

· water systems are still 'building. The landowners who sense of panic which is totalfv unrealis1:lc. Whatever their 
profited are still profiting. It isn't over. We are being motiYation, they have done- a disserVice to Nipomo in 
asked, cajoled, actually forced, to be a part of this grana e'(change for their selfish and short sighted interests. 

State Water Issues by category-

Cost 
• Countv engineeling cost estimates have been rising foot County administrative fee, increases in operating 

since the November election, and place Nipomo at and maintenance costs, or Nipomo's share of future state 
: around $750 per acre foot for full delIvery (wfuch they water system construction cost'>. The main point remains 

admit cannot happen). On the other hand, Van Laurn that compared topresent water delivery costs, and com­
the lead county engineer on}he state water proje,ct until Rared to desal!~u sea water, state waiel: contracts will 
just recentlv. stated at a Nipomo Chamber of Com- demand an unflmchmg \'earlv transfer of many mIllIons 
'merce Forum, on May 1.2, 1992) thatNipomo will pay of dollars to Sacramentc)'for a ,>uppleme!ltal water supply 

· at least $1200 per acre toot. ThIS estImate IS basedon we han: no control over the dehveryot, and as we nave 
County englneenng base costs, WIth added costs whIch seen, will be cut back dunng droughts. What a deal! 
they db not include. Then, when you multiply $1200 by We have watched a number of communities all around 
125'7r (sec bonding, surcharge below), you get $1500 the eentrc.il coast just say no to state \\ater. It simply cost" 
per aerc tuot. And tms does not Include a $5U per acre too much. 

Other Costs 

NIPOrP r /s allocation of 35C10 acre feet represenLs 21 ,O(X) Bondinj? Surcharge Cost,- Here h the \\(;rdmf!. j rom the 
nc\\ people lI1siJe the district boundaries. These people 'Tra,~ster o( FinanCial Res1?l)ns,!blht~ Agrccrr:cm' now 
are gOIng to e,(~l't you to help pay for theIr new ll1 eHect ll1 Santa Barbara County: "F:ach publIc agency 
schools, e.'\pandeJ sewer sYstem, road wldenmg and CCWA Member or Associatc Member whlCh sells ~water 
other cciumy sen ices. etc. And they are gO,ing to bring to customers must impose rates sufficient to yield re\'e­
\\ith them a)..._os Angeles ambJance In the form of stop nues (after payment of 0J'cratJon and mall1tcnanee e,'\.­
and go ii':.tllle, Increased aIr pollutIOn, nOIse, enme, penscs) equal io at lcw;l l-:.Y;; of the :.mlllunts due for the 
increased taxes and bonds etc. That's a cost. veal' under the Water Supply Agreement, includin~the 
Da\'id Mannqucz, the NCSD board president, claims District's administrati\c costs. f)\ that contractor. That 
that all [hls cnmding is ineyilable, and wants to ~rson­ obligation is absolute, and IS not c\.cuscd ii, fur c\.ample,
ally roll (Jut the red carpet. He suggests that we should a contractor [e.g.. NCSDJ c\.pcricnccs a loss in rc\enue 
gracefully lay down and bring on ill(; steamrollers. due to conser\'ation; .:' 

So Nipomo residents won't be paying their actual state water costs, they'll 

have to pay 125% of those costs. 
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