OCSD may take
less state water

By Tom Friesen

Staff Writer

~ OCEANO — Now that formal
contracts are being drawn up, state
water is looking less attractive to
directors of the Community Services
District.

They indicated Wednesday that
Oceano will likely reduce the
amount of water previously re-
quested from the proposed Coastal
Branch, possibly by 30 percent.

After reviewing preliminary

drafts of the state water_conyracts,

the board was most concerned about
the still-undetermined costs, an ac-
celerated payment schedule and the

loss of local control over ground-
water.

“I've glways been pro-staie water,
But after looking at some of these
items, I've got a lot of guestions,”
said board President Bill Senna, “It
doesn’t sound as advantageous as it
once did.”

He was especially concerned that
the contracts could force Oceano to
offset possible groundwater over-
drafts by recharging the basin with
state water.

It just scares me what we're gej-
ting into,” he said. “I would hate to
give up $192-an-acre-foot water for

{Continued on back page)

Report takes issue
with flier used In
state water election

By Mike Hodgson
Assistant News Editor

NIPOMO — A state analysis of a
flier opposing state water is little
more than an attempt {o minimize
the issues with a “blue sky ap-
proach,” the flier’s author said this
week.

But the president of Nipomo
Community Services District said
the state analysis proves the flier
was filled with inaccuracies that the
author can’t substantiate.

The flier was distributed in Ni-
pomo just before the November
1991 e¢lection, when voters in the
Community Services District turned
down participation in the Coastal

Branch of the State Water Project.
NCSD directors blamed the flier
for the negative vote, saying it was
filled with errors and inaccuracies,
and overturned the binding vote by
passing another ordinance which
made the clection non-binding.

Clint Milne, county engineer, for-
warded the flier to the California
Department of Water Resources for
an analysis of its comentions.

That analysis was returned by Da-
vid N. Kennedy, director of the state
agency, and was reccived by NCSD
on Jan. 24. The Five Cities Times-
Press-Recorder obtained a copy of

{Continued on back page)
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(Continued from page 1)
analysis this week.

vavid Manriquez, president of the

2SD board, said the state analysis
is given to district directors as a
port and is public information, but

has never been discussed in a
ublic meeting of the board.

“It shows a lot of the stuff they
jaid (in the flier) was unsubstan-
iated,” Manriquez said. “A lot of it
was just gencral statements they
made with no substantiation.”
Charles Gulyash, author of the
flier distributed by the Citizens’
Planning Alliance, said the state
analysis did little to dispel his con-
tentions that state water would be
o0 expensive, too unreliable, and
oo poor in quality for Nipomo to
buy into.

“I think they're trying to mini-
mize the costs, the unknown availa-
bility and reliability,” Gulyash said
of the state analysis. “They’re trying
to say there will be all the water
anybody ever nceds.

“They’re trying to minimize the
pollutants and the future cost that
might be added due to repairing
dikes, the canal and so forth,” he
said.

As far as the state refuting actual
dollar figures cited in the flier, Gu-
lyash said he took the figures from
Van Laurn, a former county engi-
neering department employee who
was involved with the state water
project with the county for several
years.,

Laurn later left the county after
claiming Milne ordered him not to
express his opinions on the State
Water Project and allegedly trans-
ferred him to other duties for that
reason, Milne denies that conten-
tion.

Laum is now employed with the
city of Arroyo Grande as the public
works director. He could not be
reached at the city or at home by
press time.

The Department of Water Re-
sources analysis disagreed with the
flier’s contention that Nipomo
would pay at least $900 per acre-
foot or “about double the ‘official
price’ of $470 per acre-foot”™ and
questions the source of the figures,

According to the state, if NCSD
takes its full emtitlememt of 3,500
acre-feet, and the full-size aqueduct
glternative is constructed, the cost
would be $530 per acre-foot “plus
local distribution costs.”

Gulyash said the figures in the
flier came from Laurn as “official
state estimates,” but there was a list
of items not included in the official
estimates which could push the cost
higher.
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tem may have to make “some mas-
sive added expenditures” that could
cost “several billion dollars” and
~“Nipomo would have fo pay. their ..,
share™ =~ T

The state response said the pro-
jected costs of the Kern Water
Barnk, Los Banos Grandes Reservoir
and the Delta facilities could in-
crease the costs of water 1o Nipomo
by about $50 per acre-foot.

Donald R. Long, chief of the
State Water Project Analysis Office,
said Thursday he didn’t know off-
hand what the total cost of those
facilities might be or if “several
billion dollars” was close to accu-
rate.

“My statement is Nipomo would
have to pay its share,” Gulyash said,
“T would expect it to go up $50 to
$100 per acre-foot.”

He said the peat levees on the
Sacramento Delta are “in terrible
shape” and they alone will require
“if not billions many hundreds of
millions” of dollars.

The flier said state water is rap-
idly becoming unavailable.

The state analysis said studies in-
dicate the project can deliver full
entitlement in 53 percent of the
years and half or greater in 95 per-
cent of the years.

It said reliability will increase to
full entitlemefr®RY 907BEvIReRt bt
years and to 65 percent or more in
95 percent of the years as facilities

reduction of pumping in the delta.

“It’s a pipe dream,” he said. “Un-

less somebody has a magic wand or
3 ‘ 2 - £ ¢

Branch will improve water supply
reliability in this county because it
will add a new source and will allow
water banking or exchanges during
drought.

Gulyash said, “They’re just going
to subtract water from somebody
else to give to this county. ... You
know if there are more users going
1o the same source, there is less to
go around.”

The flier said the state water sys-
tem could deliver only 2.4 million
acre-feet “in a good year.”

The state analysis said 2.4 million
acre-feet is the current firm yield
during a seven-year dry period.
More can be delivered during nor-
mal and wet years.

“More? Like what, 2.6 million?”
Gulyash responded, adding that his
figures came from Laum and from
Mark Reasoner’s book “Cadillac
Desert.”

He said the area won’t need water
in normal and wet years, and said
Santa Margarita, Lopez and Naci-
miento lakes are better alternatives,

WY IRLAX - $9Rimiento “is a

big question mark.” San Luis
Obispo has the rights to Santa Mar-

The state also said the Coastal

aated water is estimated to cost

$1,800 per acre-foot because of high

energy use, and the impact of brine
. ' pemy

It said Nipomo also would hav
the cost of transporting desalinated
water from the coast.

Gulyash said the $1,800 figure
refers 1o reverse osmosis, which is
the most expensive way. He said
flash distillation using industrial
waste heat costs less.

He also said there are high energy
costs associated with pumping state
water up over higher elevations.

Manriquez said desalination is not
cost effective, “Like the Santa Bar-
bara plant: They got it on line and
they're going to run it for a few
months and shut it down for three
years because now they don’t need
it. But people will continue to pay
for it on their water bills.”

Gulyash said studies indicate the
Nipomo groundwater basin holds
“millions of acre-feet” and a deep
aquifer that extends under the ocean
could be pumped for 80 years, al-
though he wouldn’t advocate that.

“Nipomo can get by on its exist-
ing supply,” he said, because experts
say “the Nipomo Mesa has a higher
aquifer that can sustain it for quite
some time.”

Manriquez said most of the
NCSD water comes from outside
district boundaries and property
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ing Milne Ordered him not to

ed him to other duties for that
n. Milne denies that conten-

Laum is now employed with the
of Arroyo Grande as the public
orks director. He could not be
bached at the city or at home by
ess time.

The Department of Water Re-
purces analysis disagreed with the
ier’s contention that Nipomo
ould pay at least $900 per acre-
ot or “about double the ‘official
ice’ of $470 per acre-foot” and
estions the source of the figures.
According to the state, if NCSD
kes its full entitlement of 3,500
e-feet, and the full-size aqueduct
ernative is constructed, the cost
ould be $530 per acre-foot “plus
al distribution costs.”

Culyash said the figures in the
fier came from Laurn as “official
ate estimates,” but there was a list
itemns not included in the official
flimates which could push the cost

Addmg the NCSD entitiement
hd California Cities Water Co.’s
titlement of 500 acre-feet, the flier
bid the annual cost of 4,000 acre-
ot at $900 would be $3.6 million,
nd if Nipomo didn’t get any water,
ke cost would drop to 85 percent of
bat or $3.06 million per year.
Using the $530 figure, the state
id the annual cost for full entitle-
bent would be $2.12 million. If
fipomo took no water, no pumping
psts would be incurred and the cost
ould drop to 82 percent or $1.748
illion per year.

The flier claimed the operating
nd maintenance costs of the project
bve increased by 18 percent per

The state response said 18 percent
jas the average annual increase for
e five-year period of 1982-83 to
986-87, reflecting the additition of
arne, Alamo, Thermalito and
ottle Rock powerplants and the
ower costs incurred when the proj-
becan operating as an electric
ility in "83.

It said the projected increase for
he five-year period of 1992 to 1996
ill be 5 percent per year.

“Who's to say?” asked Gulyash.
Again, that 18 percent came di-
tly from Van Laurn. I assume he
asn’t making up the numbers. I
mit.,,

Gulyash said construction of the
los Banos reservoir and the peri-
ral canal will add to the cosis

like the other facilities did.
The flier said the state water sys-
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and the Delta facilities could in-
crease the costs of water to Nipomo
by about $50 per acre-foot.

Donald R. Long, chief of the
State Water Project Analysis Office,
said Thursday he didn’t know off-
hand what the total cost of those
facilities might be or if “several
billion dollars” was close to accu-
rate.

“My statemcnt is Nipomo would
have to pay its share,” Gulyash said.
“T would expect it to go up $50 to
$100 per acre-foot.”

He said the peat levees on the
Sacramento Delta are “in terrible
shape” and they alone will require
*if not billions many hundreds of
millions” of dollars.

The flier said state water is rap-

idly becoming unavailable.

The state analysis said studies in-
dicate the project can deliver full
entitlement in 53 percent of the
years and half or greater in 95 per-
cent of the years.

It said reliability will increase to
full entitlement in 70 percent of the
years and to 65 percent or more in
95 percent of the years as facilities
are added.

“T completely disagree with this
‘blue sky approach,” ” Gulyash said,
noting that increased demand from
both Northern and Southern Califor-
nia will cut deliveries elsewhere and
ecological concerns may cause a

reliability in this county because it
will add a new source and will allow
water banking or exchanges during
drought.

Gulyash said, “They’re just going
to subtract water from somebody
else 1o give to this county. ... You
know if there are more users going
to the same source, there is less to
go around.”

The flier said the state water sys-
tem could deliver only 2.4 million
acre-feet “in a good year.”

The state analysis said 2.4 million
acre-feet is the cumrent firm yield
during a seven-year dry period.
More can be delivered during nor-
mal and wet years.

“More? Like what, 2.6 million?”
Gulyash responded, adding that his
figures came from Laurn and from
Mark Reasoner’s book “Cadillac
Desert.”

He said the area won’t need water
in normal and wet vears, and said
Santa Margarita, Lopez and Naci-
miento lakes are better alternatives.

Manriquez said Nacimiento “is a
big question mark.” San Luis
Obispo has the rights to Santa Mar-
garita- Lake water and Lopez water
is commitied 10 the Five Cities and
Avila areas,

The flier said local alternatives
are cheaper and 100 percent reliable
and cited desalination.

The state responded that desali-
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Gulyash said the $1, 800 flgure
refers to reverse osmosis, which is
the most expensive way. He said
flash distillation using industrial
waste heat costs less.

He also said there are high energy
costs associated with pumping state
water up over higher elevations.

Manriquez said desalination is not
cost effective. “Like the Santa Bar-
bara plant: They got it on line and
they're going to run it for a few
months and shut it down for three
years because now they don’t need
it. But people will continue to pay
for it on their water bills.”

Gulyash said studies indicate the
Nipomo groundwater basin holds
“millions of acre-feet” and a deep
aquifer that extends under the ocean
could be pumped for 80 years, al-
though he wouldn’t advocate that.

“Nipomo can get by on its exist-
ing supply,” he said, because experts
say “the Nipomo Mesa has a higher
aquifer that can sustain it for quite
some time.”

Manriquez said most of the
NCSD water comes from outside
district boundaries and property
owners could sue to halt the district
from pumping.

He said Gulyash and other anti-
state water people’s “attitude is take
the water and let someone else liti-
gate. They have no respect for the
rights of the property owners.”

SURF SAFAR! —

weather box on page 4).

Chnldren find the gentle waves of Avila Beach just right for wading under the
summer-like sun on Thursday. Rain could put a damper on beach parties this weekend (see the

Photo by Jim Miner
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