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MOJAVE: MWD Approves Plan to

Pump Water From Desert Aqu1fer

'Coniinued from A3

risk because we've seen what lack of risk
has done to the energy business,” said Fol-
ey, a reference to the state’s reluctance un-
til recently to approve con&tructmn of
power plants.

But Simeon Herskowts, an attorney for
the New Mezxico-based Western Environ-
mental Law Center, said that litigation is
likely if the project is not considerably
changed to prevent possible damages to
the desert’s flora and fauna.

At the heart of the environmental con-
troversy is a scientifically complex dispute
about how quickly the aquifer will be re-
plenished by rainfall and how much water

“the aquifer contains.

The Sxerra Club and other groups are
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cerns that it could exhaust the water

concerned that Cadiz, which stands to
make enormous profits, has overestimated
the amount of water and that pumping
could exhaust the water supply needed to
sustain springs vital to the survival of des-
ert tortoises, blghom sheep and other wild-
life, '

The ramfall that replenishes the aquifer
falls over a vast region, including moun-

tains about 40 miles from the desert. Scien-

tists have disagreed about how quickly

that water travels underground to the

aquifer and about how much of it evapo-
rates. To convince the Bureau of Land
Management that the plan will not cause

environmental destruction, MWD and Ca-

diz have devised a system of monitoring

devices meant to warn when the aquifer,
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about 200 feet be}ow the desert flow, starts |

receding faster than predicted.

- Ronald Gastelum, MWD general man-

ager, said he is not surprised that the envi-
ronmentalists are threatening a lawsuit.

“If a lawsuit is simply [that] we failed to
consider the environmental impact, I think
it will be unsuccessful,” he said. “We've
gone to extraordinary lengths” to provide
a monitoring system,

Although the controversy was over wa-

ter, the state’s energy phght also figured in

‘the debate. -

Escalatmg energy costs could increase '

the expense of the project because of the!
energy needed to pump the water. o]

Sierra Club water resource consultant
David Czamanske warned that signing al
contract with a private company with'
money problems like Cadiz is inviting di- |
saster. The firm lost money last year on its |
agricultural holdings and, according to
documents given to the MWD board, has a
large amount of debt.
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