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, SANTAMARIA ~ The Simt.l1:Maria oasitt will 
ooil1;inUetoPro\tld.eplenry 6f"vaterfor~grjctJltuIal and , 

• n'1ilIllc,iJ!!D uSe$,~ me funire, but QIlly if1WltcheJ.! oam . , 
sedirneIiliilian'ptbblemS can be soLVed.' , ' , 
" AndtnOney is ~ solution to sOOUnentation, 

"OCcooiingto~ .eerand,amediator,~ptIDgto 
~vea rija,sSive Ja~uit involvmg the basin· " c 

"::":~: ~~'~,Qver\Vat:erpgbts, ~ itll~since- , , 
expanded ~the issue of fJIlallcing TWitchell's prob­
'lerils.;~ji:p:ir1ion of:th~:water basin .Pays property 
,~' ' , 'the' dam~ "'fii.c"Hlav~ Wctterfor dJy 

A~iindm~ w.Jlliam aihlu ath-,~ " "g 
Thursday'moming as,hehegan two days 

ofWO, ' , , tosettietbefive-year,:q14civU,suit 
invol.Yi\ig the .santa Maria V:!lleywarer~on 
DiSl:ijct agafustthecity'of 8.mta Maria, \vith bdwrenti­
ties and ~re ~ SOOindividual,property owners 
br,ooght in later:>, ' 
" 'SanblNl'atia. q~upe.sisqPOC 3nil'the Nipoino 

'regi6n:weriHntbesutt..w.ithOceanO,ArroyoGrandei " 
, . , G~BeQcn'ilnd Pismo Beach:add.ed officially as of 

"~I '~mbet.~jnVqlved are all~~ w.itha 
< ,'\Y.~n and at least 11} acres !{fIa'!,l~ ~I} :the oYerlymg 
,,·;,~irtea. ", . ',,',' ' , 

"see~i~pageA-4 
"-~, 
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BASIN:, Turbulent waters ahead 
. cOntJn~ f~m. p~ge A·, remain ar the :Wne 5IOO!ge, aU the loss is 

. AttorneYs rePh:scnting lldUfereot in w3ter'conservalion capacity. 
. ' 'sides and.tbeit I::lients gllthered to face. The water is released during dry peri-
· Cahill inihe S!lnUiMaria GityHaH OOs):O triclde down theSarua Maria River 

CQUncil diaJI)bels. . . . . and recharge the basin. 
Afti:r a moming seSsion,. he. planned to The ave:ct\l;.'e contribution from 

. gQoom side to side to.listen tOthe.various . 1WiI.chcl.I isanestimated25!XX) 10 30~ 
.' viewpointsm oonfldentialcOrivec>atioos,' acre-feet a year,accooling to Joo 

Seeking settlement pofutS,compromiies Salrnanini: 
and p:lr\.¢nsus; More ~. were .' This consulting engineer is the authOr 

. planned fortOOay i!Ild neXt '\\oMif neet:l- . of l;t Marcll2000 study on' the water basin 
, ed. Cahill.said it could take 10 days. .' ". 'f.'!'epared for ~ S8Jl.ta Maria \hlley Water. 

Calilllsaid that ifeffortsainiediation COOseivaIioo District 
I'. fail, it Will take a cpl.lp,/eof yeats tOJ7I,'e:: It is estimated; according to water dis--I pare aH!he depoSitions.fono~ 1;Jy' a", . met attoit'ley Keviil O~Brie!l. that $1 mil- .' 

t.htee-tosix-monthtrial.ltWincOstmil~" .' lion a yeai,for20 years, \vill be needed 

lio!, ~ W' ~on"rf!sa' ~~~~!~~~i11·d", .. " jUst 1n stop sedimen1ation at Thitchell. It 
......l.1ga.. :f> .J.l!.l""i''''l,. 'rl"U , . woold not include restoration of the vol- • 
\yamed.Hesaid'up to 8Q,~t'of~ umealready lost. 
evi~ gathering in !he Cooij:>1e:xsuit has· 'The cOst mUst be spread 1n everyone 

. been conected,but it is the last 20 pen:ent. 'Yoo uses water from the basin, m .. just 
when "money isspentsoqufuldy." . . . . ¢Ose iirthe center oftlle. Santa Maria 

. He ~ "yOiHVill not Iik¢ lheout- ..' Valley who mlike up the present water 
. come,:, thebaSicelemtnisof~basm will . COI:)SerVatiOo basin,tbe agency says .. 

· remain ullaltered, .. you will not have what . . Scmmanini reviewed his newest find-
· youw.lnt when itis.Qver.:'. ..... ings Thursday: . 

Even iflitigatioo deals withaH ihe . "The basin ain't broke an<! ain't likely 
\vaterrights, it will stiUbe apiece of paPer. ' 10 be broke;' ScaImanini sa1d. "'The basin 
that will not deal with the c.riticatneerls to . has enoUgh water 10 go around." It meets . 
keep 1\vitche1I operating ata successful' the warer needs of today and "I expect it to 
level;he said., tomOO'OW."the engineerreassured. 
, . When lxtiIt/lwitchell coUld hold ¥ "'The basin is Il.IX overstressed or over­I 250,(ro ~ bOOth waterconserva- drafted:' he said. But. withOut Twitchell's 

I ·tioo and flood controt Nbw, sediment bas· . redlargecapacity, we& would drop and 
. limited the StiJrnge to205,(XX) acre feet. leSs waterwould be held in the bilsin, he . 

BeCause the fl~ coiltrOl capacity must said. 

'_._. ------

Scalmanini predicted 16J:XX) acreS of 
new lands would go into ctJltivalioo or ' . 
urbanization from.2020 to 205O,requiring 
a jump from the present demand of an 

· estimared 144,(XX) acre-fi:iet 10 170)XX) . 
acre-reetof,W'dter for1he S8Jl.ta~ . 
Valley. . 

. Ule Nipcmo Mesa appears os more of 
a question It'Ill.Il:, he said, because of . 
growlh. This area might need supplemen­

. tal W!lJ:er S()lll'CeS, to COIlXl up from 10 ,700 
to 16,200acre·feetofwater.·· 

The San Luis ObispQ County cities 
'MdCienega (Oa:an02.Ol1e) Valley's· 
increase will jump froln 12lJOO to 15.000 

· aCfl.'!·feet. . . 
. Despite his ~poIt, dK:re.is much debate 

. surrounding groo.vIb and water needs. 
SOme.people in the suitargue thatreplac- .' 
irig agriculture with homes reduces the 
water demand. They do not see ' . 

· lWitcheU's needs as Criti;al foranj'bod;r 
but the farmers . 

.Ag)icu.Itme use:s 120m,J acre-feetof . 
watera year,1n Illll1'IicipaI use of24,{XX) 
acre·feet, Scahnanini said. 

Attorney Heni:y Weinstock, represem­
ing$outh San Luis Obispo entities anch 
individu;ds. basically the Zooe 3 Waffr 
Conservation District; said !bat these ~ 
pIe already suppOrt Lopez Dam with theit 
propi-'rty taxes. 

He said he believes his dielllS shoul!l : 
rot have been brougbt.intothe suit and . 
w9Uld like to settle before they are 
dragged. into the lengthy litigation. . 
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