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SANIIAMARIA 'I‘heSantaMmabasmwﬂl

- misnicipal uses in the fuure, but only ifTwitchell Ddin -

' mdxmentanon -problems can be solved.

* And money is the solution to scd:memwoh,

e acoordmgtoaneugmecrami amcdxatorattempﬁngt.ﬁ

resolve a riiassive lawsuit involving the basin, ~. .
. The. s:ntsta!ted Qverwatcrpghts bt n.has smcc

léx;:-andodmthc issue of financing Twitchell’s pro

o Tems. Diilyraportion of the water basin pays pmperty

xR ‘mmppoﬁﬂledam wluch wvaswaie:fordxy

Bl udge andmedlaborWﬂhaanhﬂl path-
deis: Tkuxrsday morning as he began two day's

 of work fiere to settle the five-year-qld civil suit -

B mvolmng the Santa Maria Valley Water Conservation

‘ ‘Diitict against the city of Santa Maria, mﬂm:hermu- ;

ties-and mre&mn 500 mdmdual propecty amc:s
bmugmm}axer
B SanfaMana,GuaéaIupe,stquocandtheNipcmo (

‘ mgxmwmmthc sulr, with Oceand, Arroyo Grande, -

- Gwver Beach and Pismo Beachadded officially as of

Decernber. A.%so mvolved are aliTandowners witha

weﬂ and at Ieast B} ames of Iand n‘the averlymg
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" continue 1provide plenty of waterfor agricultural and
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BASIN Turbulent Waters ahead

, Conﬂnued fmm page A«1

Attomeys represcnnng 1l dﬂ?temnt

‘sides and their clients gathered to'face.
- Ckﬂu!lmthcsamaMmaCﬂy Hau

" Council chambers,

After a moming sessxon he p!amwd o

,gofmmmsmsxdetohstenmmevm_
i viewpoints in confidential: conversations, -

. seeking settlement pmms compmimszs
and consensus. More Were -
L --plannedfortxxiayaminextweek;fnaed
"ed. Cahill snid it could take 10 days.
Cahﬂimtdm;fctfonsaxmedmm .
T fail, thﬂltakeacmpleofyﬁamtopm-
~. pare all the depositions, followed by a - -

“thrce- to six-month frel e will cost mil’

:'hensandmﬂhonsofduﬂass,m saad

. ‘ngauomsadmssuer” Cahill |

- :‘,wamad, He sa:dup 10 86, pementof the
“evidence gathering

* when “Inoney is spért so quickly””
1, Hewamed ‘youwﬁlnmhkemeout~

- remain unaltered.., you wﬂl not have what
© youwant whenitisover . ..
Even if itigation denls with all the

S water rights, it wdlsui!beapxcceofpape:r. ‘

* that will pot deal with the critical needs to°
, kcep‘I&vx:dmlIopaanngatasumcssmi
level,hesaid, -

* When built; Mtc!ae!lcmﬂdho!dback '

- 250000 acre-féet for both water conserva-
- ~tjon and flood control. Now, sediment has-
* limited the Storage to 205,000 acre feet.

Bmmﬂoodmmlcapamymust
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mnmnarﬁwmsromge,aﬂﬂve lassis
" ifh water conservation capacity. g

The water is released Auring dry pen—

- odsto mcklc down the Santa Maria Rwar

and recharge the basin,
The average contribution fmm :

. Twirchell is an estimated 25,000 @ 30 000

acre-feet a year, BCCOi’dJHO 0 Joe
Scalmanini.
This consulting engineer is the author -

- of a March 2000 study on the water basin
e Leprepamdfnrﬂ)eSmﬁaManthﬁeyWawr
‘3'Comervahor;[)mmct ‘

. Itisestimated, according to water dis- -
trict atforey Kevin O'Brien, that $1 mil-
lion.a year, for 20 years, will be needed

Just o stop sedimentation at Twitchell It

.. would not include restoration of the vol- *
_ ume alpeady jost,

mﬂxecomplexsmthaa -
_been collected butmstheiastmpcmcm

'I‘beoostmustbesprmdmevemne
whouseswﬁerﬁmuﬂiebasm Dok just

" those inthe cemtter of the Sama Maiia
* - Valley who make up the present water
. ,cmne tbebasmc!cmemsofmelmsmwm

‘conservation basin, the agency says. -
Scalmanini reviewed his pewest find-

ings Thursday.
“The basin ain” tbmkeandam 't likely

t{)bclmke,”Smlnmm&xd “The basin
-has enodigh water 1o go around.” It meets

the water needs of today and “I expect it to
tomosrow,” the enginecr reassured.

.. “The basin is not overstressed or over-
drafted.” he said, But, without Twitchell's

- recharge capacity, wells would drop and

less water would be held in the basin, he

- osaid,

* & jump from the present
.estimated 144 000 acre-feet o 1701300

St e i et <

Scammnn p-redwted lﬁml)mesuf .

new lands sould go into cultivationor, -
urbanization from 2020 to 2050, requiring
demand of an

acre-feet of water for the Santa Maria -
Vailey.

The Nipomo Mcsaappwswrrmof
a question mark, he said, because of .
growth. 'Ihlsmnughtneedsupplemm

: mlwaxersmmtooorm@ﬁmnl{)mq

0 16 200 acre-fest of waler. - ;
* The San Luis Obispo County cmes :
and Cienega (Oceano zone) Valley”

umn:asawﬂljmnpfrmn 1290010 15390

" acre-feet, -

Despite his report, ﬁ:ﬂelsmudldebate

surrounding growth and water needs.

Sqrmpmplemﬂwcmxtatgmﬁmxeplw-s
ing agriculture with homes reducesthe - . .
water dernand. They do not see

- ’lvnmheﬂsnmdsasmtmlfetmymdv
- butthe farmoers. .

Agxmﬂnncuscslmﬂwmfwof .
: waterayear,mmncrpalmofmm(}

acre-feet, Scalmanini said. - o
Anomey Hcmy Weinstock, represent
ing South San Luis Obispo entities and:
individuals, basically the Zone 3 Water
Conservation District, said that these peo-

_ ple already support Lopez Dam with their -

property taxes. - R
Hesmdhelnhzveshmm&msshmﬂd

not have been brought into the suitand .
would like to settle before they are
dragged into the lengthy litigation.

. d—— - — -






