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Cambria ranchers and farm­
ers might organize to fight for 
their water rights in the face of a 
lawsuit by the local services dis­
trict 

Numerous ranchers and fann.. 
ers who draw from the San 
Simeon Creek watershed were 
sued on lan. 15 by the Cambria 
Community Services District. 

The lawsuit asks the court to 
determine how much water 
each user in the watershed is en­
titled to draw. It also asks that 
the district be given equal foot­
ing with agriculture in times of 
drought. 

At issue, three water-rights 
lawyers said at a meeting of 
ranchers and farmers Monday 
night, was how water from the 
San Simeon Creek watershed 
win be divvied up in the future. 

About 75 ranchers and farm­
ers shoehorned themselves into 
the Treetop Room of the Cam­
bria Pines Lodge on Monday to 
learn more about the suit 

Cambria Farm Center, a divi-

------,4 
LAWYER WOULDN'T 

sion of the county Farm Bureau. 
sponsored the meeting and one 
held Feb. 30 in San Luis Obispo. 
Another meeting is planned for :, 
March 3. 

The services district has set ' 
aside up to $1 million toward le­
gal fees for the suit. 

Rancher Walter Fitzhugh said 
that no matter how landowners 
fight the battle. "It's going to 
cost the ranchers a lot of money· 
to defend their water. and ranch­
ers aren't operating on that big a 
margin already. , 

"And the settlement -
whether they get to keep their 
water or get curtailed - is an­
other potential loss," he'added. 

Commenting on the $1 million 
the district has set aside for the 
lawsuit, Fitzhugh said: "If they 
budgeted that, it will cost that ' 
much or more for the ranchers 
to defend themselves." 

Services district General Man- ' 
ager Vern Hamilton cautioned 
"against getting the townspeople 
all riled up to grab their pitch-

, forks and torches to storm the 
monster's castle. ' 

"Cooler heads always prevail 
in cases like this." he said. "So 
beware the individuals who spit 
fire and urge others to do the 
same." 
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RAIN: JUST ME, MYBL 

Luke Rels, 3,'of San Luis OblsPok~eps a firm grip on his urnt 
following' a music program for. toddlers on a rainy Wednesday. 
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used money by ~lling raf· 
ckets and their M~reat Old 
lds" calendar. .,:( 
:-antz was crowned Sunday 
.using ~2.739, theJllost of 
le candidates.. .~q 
was veiy·surpris¢Pand 
eful to alI my family and 
,ds who helped me raise all 
money," she said. giving 
'ial thanks to the Quota 
, of Morn} Bay, ~ spon-

. IIi. 
fespan Executive Director 
1 Mendelson said that a 
! ful of other candidates at­
lised more than $2,000. 
le prom attracted a nearly 
muse of 170 people to the 
(Jnna Inn. 
just seemed like New 
; Eve," said Krantz, last 
" queen runner up. 
'ndelson said the total 
mt raised won't be tallied 
the calendar sale ends at 
nd of February. 
lendars are available for 
'Y calling lifespan at 782-
or at AdCare facilities and ' 
t National Bank branches 
ghout the county. 
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:erla to share Its 
ntlne's Day sales 

with SQme restrictions on when Montandon said. 
the water can be diverted. Dave Crowther, who grows Water 

One acre-foot equals 325,900 avocados in the area, said at 
gallons, enough water for a Monday's meeting, "I don't see 

. ,The~battle could mirror' ,year's use by two average Cam- (the lawsuit) as a hostile or rna-
.. similar lawsuit in the Santa bria families. Families in the un- licloU8 
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.' Fitzhugh added. " , . ,Both Hamilton and district1e- To get that water, the 
. That water-rights laWsuit 0.;' . gal counsel Art Montandon as- can expand the facilities it ~) 
, . volves many property ownent serted emphatically that taking 'ready has, add nt.,.., ,ones. 8cJcll~~ 

ranche~' water is not the law- as a desa1tihg plant Or reservOkL 
. in the Nipomo Mesa and 8ur· suit's aim. '... , 'i . :,,' • or "they can go find somebOdf:. 
rounding areas. , ....... ""~ j Montandon said the purpose else's water and take it;' beL' 
, 'Keq Bornholdt, ~ne"o(tli',>: .. oithe litigation is to determine said. ", ~'" ' " '::":'k 
,three attorneys at tliefi'arpl . " h f th d th Th I suit l.:"a·"'· 
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plex.~ take long to complete He noted that the services names in tlieJilinlt. ,,' :~i" ; 

and are costly to fight, many district could wind up with less- As the lawsuit proceeds, the 
wind up being settled out of, ened water rights than it now extent of the watershed bas to 
court " ,. has. ' be defined, and exactly which 

Bornholdt told ranchers and Even so, "it's important for properties are in it must be de-
farmers they can accomplish. our planning purposes to have termined. 
lot by banding together to fight' the court quantify what our The amount of water avail- I 

the lawsuit . "main source of water is," Mon- able must also be figured, as 
Currently" ranchers 'aoCi ,tandon said. ' well as who's using how much .-

farmers can take from theil." He added that if the services water and when.' '.. i ,,',' ~ 
wells as much water as they' district got equal footing on . Hamilton said 'he hopeS to!~t . 
need to maintain their agricul-' rights to the aquifer in a down with the agricu1ttiral com­
tural operations, their homes drought,' "everyone would munity and discuss the issues, 
and for other needs. . share the pain equally. looking toward the possibility 

The services district has the "Now, the ranchers and farm- of a settlement. 
right to take 1,230 acre-feet of 'ers could pump what they "We don't want to cost people 
water a year from the aquifer, need, and we could go dry," a lot of money," he said. .r 
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