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Blarr s comments' are 
nothing but scare tactic's 

To the Editor: 
I am writing in response to Bob Blair's comments in the Aug. 

16 issue of the Adobe Press, "NCSD eyes water, sewer rate 
hikes." 

"If we could just get Save The Mesa to stop suing us, we 
wouldn't have to raise the rates," Director Bob Blair said. 

Bob, Bob, your attempt at rattling the cages of "we rural 
folk" in Nipomo has finally dropped to the level of inept child 
psychology. Give us a little credit, we're a "mite bit" smarter 
than that. 

Save the Mesa filed one lawsuit against the Nipomo Commu
nity Services District (NCSD) and it was initiated because of a 
violation of the California Environmental Quality Act. It's a 
matter of public record. . 

The NCSD presently has no idea on God's green earth from 
where this additional water they're so generously promising 
will be obtained. There's only so much water down there, Bob. 

Your emotional comment quoted above was a shameful 
attempt at a political tactic. Elections are coming. Time to 
encourage votes for directors of the NCSD with "like" minds as 
yours. To do so, let's start a public frenzy by saying rate hikes 
might not be necessary were it not for Save The Mesa. Hit peo
ple in a vulnerable spot, their wallets. Guess you do deserve a 
little credit for this pitiful strategy. 

Luckily, you underestimate the residents of Nipomo. We 
know those same wallets you're trying to scare while making 
your inaccurate statement, the wallets of the voters within the 
NCSD district, will be drained to a far great€<r extent when our 
own groundwater supply is depleted. This is what Save The 
Mesa is trying to prevent from happening. 

In this same article it is stated a study will take place on the 
district possibly acquiring 2,000 acre feet of supplemental water 
a year as the district continues to grow. When water is pur
chased from another source, be it from another water district, 
state water or ocean reclaimed water, that is the day for panic in 
regard to our thinning wallets. Talk about rate increases. 

Borrowing water from Peter to pay Paul inevitably gets 
everyone in trouble, even the initially bountiful Peter. Someday, 
and the day is drawing near, Peter will no longer have an over
abundance of water to lend. At that time Peter, being loyal to his 
own, will keep his remaining water in his own household. What 
does the negotiating Paul do now? Bob Blair won't have to 
worry about Pauf's dilemma, he'll have moved to Perfect, Nev., 
by then. 

People in this community have tried in every way possible to 
have the majority of directors of the NCSD understand this con
cern; to have them stop promising water we don't know we have. 

It seems only Cliff Trotter and Judi Wirsing have the courage 
to vote on the conservative side, stating they'd like to be sure 
the water is there before blindly awarding new will-serves and 
annexations to the NCSD. Both will undoubtedly receive votes 
from the residents who understand this is the only way CSD 
decisions should be made. The NCSD would do well to have 
like-minded individuals who look (investigate) before they leap. 
Now, there's a thought when pondering the upcoming elections. 

When all other attempts failed to have the NCSD grasp this 
simple concept lawsuits from concerned residents were the last 
and only recourse. 

Go back to the drawing board attempting to influence elec· 
tions, Bob. And while doing so, remember. we Nipomoans are 
aware of some simple truths when discussing our water supply. 

Interesting experiment: Type "water shortages" into your 
home or Ubrary's computer search engine. That opened my eyes 
as to whether the Peter/Paul/Bob method is ('Ine to which we 
should adhere. \ 

Nancy Shipley 
Nipomo r 

NCSD rates will not increase / 
due to one lawsuit 

To the Editor: 
The Nipomo Community Services District has spent more 

than $1 million in attorney's fees in the past four years and sued 
750 farmers. Now, based on one lawsuit from Save the Mesa, 
the rates need to be raised. Give us a break. 1 

The facts are that since the STM lawsuit, the NCSD has 
spent in the past five months $179,210.61 in legal fees. It has e 
sued an additional 262 farmers and/or landowners. The board of J 
the NCSD has spent less than 6 percent of that five-month total t 
on legal expenses on the STM lawsuit. Yet, Director Blair wants (: 
you to believe that it is the STM lawsuit that has caused the ti 
rates to rise. k 

Of the $6,762 the NCSD has paid for the STM lawsuit, this 
needs to be balanced against the more than $1 million the t 
NCSD has spent on legal fees in the past four years. So, .007 IJ 

percent has broken the backs of the NCSD and cause them to 0 

raise rates? Why don't I believe this? tl 

Let's spend a little bit of time talking about the STM lawsuit. s 
First, 1 told the NCSD if they did not want to be the lead agency a 
they should contact the Office of Public Research of the state is 
This they did not do. I 

Second, the NCSD was told if it had the developer pay for n 
the environmental impact report (EIR) it would not have to pay ( 
any legal fees. This they did not do. t 

Third, the board of the NCSD was given a case that clearly 
sets out that the developer needs to do an ElR in this situation. S 

This they ignored, except for Director Wirsing. II 
If Mr. Blair believes it is the STM lawsuit that has raised the b 

rates of the NCSD customers, then what are the implications? It iJ 
is obvious that only Ms. Wirsing can claim to want to keep the h 
rates down. tl 

When I explained the legal implications of the situation, the 
NCSD's own lawyer commented, "Well, there is not much that I s 
have heard from Mr. Hill that I disagree with." This is all in the ti 
administrative record that I will gladly post. f 

I hope that if you are a member of the district paying these 11 
water rates you need to ask why $1 million is spent by the board 
of the NCSD on legal fees and there is no money to correct the I, 
citation issued by the Health Department in 1999. You need to s 
find out about the implications and possibility of winning any- h 
thing from the lawsuit on which the board has spent $1 million. 
I'll gladly e-mail you a copy of the Mojave decision to help you 
understand the issue. 

Professional offers tennis lessons in Nipomo Park Bits: Volunteer 
Tennis lessons in Nipomo 

Community Park are avail
able for all levels, from 
beginner to advanced. 

Young children to seniors 
can receive training in the 

sport. 
High-school students 

interested in team play can 
sign up for specialty courses. 

Reasonable rates are 
offered for both private and 

group lessons. 
To sign up for lessons or 

receive further infonnation, 
call Davide Mascia, certi
fied, full-time teaching pro
fessional, at 929-1696. 
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club for breakfast on Wednes
days. 

000 
Tickets are on sale now for 

the fourth annual Wine & 
Flower t'estival to !"If" hf"lri on 
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