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NCSD candidates 
To the Editor: 

Water is the lifeblood of any community. In 
the coming elections you will hear and read a 
lot of rhetoric about how candidates for the 
various open seats will offer you their solu­
tions. 

Consider these basic truths and the words 
of Santa Clara Judge William Cahill, presently 
presiding over the Santa Maria groundwater lit­
igation: "If the problem at Twitchell Dam is 
resolved, there will always be more than 
enough water for everyone in the valley, even 
in severe drought." He also said, "Nothing in 
life is certain, but the odds are there will never 
be a water shortage for any of you." 

The Nipomo Mesa is included in this settle­
ment. After 60 hours of intense mediation by 
all of the parties, Judge Cahill has crafted a set­
tlement proposal for all parties to sign. If 
accepted, this proposal will address the 
landowner's priority claim and not meter their 
wells. 

The Nipomo Mesa consists of four major 
players: Nipomo Community Services District, 
Cal Cities, Rural Water Co. and The Wood­
lands project. Each will be allowed to pump up 
to a certain figure. Subsequently, all will have 
to find a source of supplemental water to make 
up any difference from the allotted amount to 
be pumped. 

At present, NCSD is a lead agency on the 
Mesa and the best choice to continue in that 
role. NCSD's water attorney, James Markman, 
was a major player in the Mojave case and· 
passed over in early attorney selection because 
the best always cost more. After being contact­
ed by NCSD, he adjusted his fee and little 
Nipomo acquired the services of a major player 
and his competent staff. 

Save The Mesa and others would like to 
change the current leadership role of NCSD to 
that of a minor player and impose a moratori­
um on water hookups. If this happens, Cal 
Cities will fill the void, provide the water for 
the same growth, and the Woodlands will form 
their own water company. In the end, NCSD 

stIll be needed for current capItal Improve-
ments for fire flow and existing capacity. The 
money must be spent. If developer fees do not 
fill this need then the ratepayers will. 

NCSD has a well site in the Santa Maria 
River bed that can provide all the additional 
water the district will need, plus the City of 
Santa Maria has stated it has water to sell to 
NCSD. This means that our water future is 
secure to about 2050, if an agreement is 
reached and the seven-member management 
board proposed by Judge Cahill is accepted. 
This board will be the Basic Management 
Committee (BMC). It will have seven mem­
bers, three landowners, three public water pur­
veyors and one court-appointed basin engineer. 

Any candidate who comes out opposing any 
of the above, wants to use water to control 
growth and will not solve the water problems 
of the area. 

You may not always agree with me, but to 
date I have never lied to you. I have always 
given you the facts as I see them and let you 
make up your own mind. That's all I ask of you 
in the coming election. 

Bob Blair 
Director NCSD 

Rural Arroyo Grande 

Orchard property . 
owners mOVIng on 

To the Editor: 
As the one year mark of Sept. 11 quickly 

approaches, Cory and I are faced with remem­
bering two events. While all of the worlg will 
be reminded of the great losses that took place 
in New York, Sept. 11 is also the one-year 
mark the county forcefully came to take almost 
one-half acre of our horse arena through emi­
nent domain. I can still remember lying on the 
couch that morning sobbing while I watched 
the news only to look out the window to see 
our own tragedy begin to take place. 

Although there is no comparison between 
the two events of that day, I am writing to let 
all of you know how we a~ today. If fact, we 
are doing great and would like to thank you all 
for your concerns and support. We are blessed 

with tinding a nice-sized propertj 
Nipomo in which we are currentl: 
buy together with good friends, J: 
Simmons. It has been diftlcult liv 
home on Orchard Road as we are 
have seen a "For Sale" sign out fr 
moving on now and our new pror 
better than ever. 

Thank you again to all that hel 
time of need. We love our Nipom 

P.S. Special thanks to Carl and 
loway. Our wedding at your barn 
beautiful, fun and unforgettable! 

Leslie an, 

County letter r 
Galaxy park re~ 
To the Editor: 

I would like to thank your new 
covering our sewer hookup issue 
23 issue of the Adobe Press. My t 
the other 51 Galaxy Park resident 
this issue will read the article. 1ft 
dents have not called the Public V 
ment to inquire about the hookup 
would not know about the increas 
$2,000. This explains the lack of I 
tioned in the article. 

Yes, hooking up to the sewer I 
my "property value," but if I am I 
to sell my home, an increase in pI 
does not mean much. If I cannot t 
sewer, the county and Nipomo Co 
Services District cannot collect se 
capacity fees from me. Wouldn't 1 
prefer to allow me to hook up at a 
cost ($25) and start collecting sew 
I would pay for as long as I live ir 

The real issue I have with this 
is the fact that the 52 homeowner: 
a letter sent in June 200 I that thel 
no cost or charge to us. In April 2' 
lic Works Department asked the S 
po County Board of Supervisors t 
ordinance increasing the connecti, 
$25 to $2,000 to recover the cost, 

If they knew they were going t 
why didn't they spell it out in the 
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