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Adobe Press Is Nipomo's groundwater 

basin in "overdraft?" 
• Overdraft: "th. condition of • groundwlltwr b...ln 

or subbuIn In which the IIIIGUIIl of water removed 
by pumping ueNds the amount of wat.r IUt 
reckaran tile bbln ~r a peIiod of ,....... 
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ithin the next two 
weeks. the Nipo
mo Mesa Water 

Task F rce will make rec
omme dons to the Nipo
mo C mmunity Services 
Dist ·ct whether to limit 
who ts to tap into its 
weI in the future, a meas
ure hat could 
pa e of growth in the area. 

n anticipation of the decision, 
SD has put a hold on all new 

omises for future water service 
known as "intent to serve" let

ters - while the task force wades 
through five reports and a court 
ruling to determine just how much 
water is available in Nipomo. 

David Church of the county's 
Local Agency Formation Com
mission, who went through a simi
lar process when he had to revise 
the sphere of influence boundaries 
for Nipomo, called it the "great 
water mystery of Nipomo." 

"I think hydrogeology and groundwater 
basin are very difficult to analyze. It's very 
challenging to analyze how it's (the basin) 
going to respond over time to continued 
growth," said Church. 

The controversy revolves around the 
word "overdraft." A basin is in overdraft 
when the amount of water being extracted 
exceeds the amount of water being replaced 
by such natural sources as rainfall, runoff 
and percolation from above-ground bu. ins. 

What is unclear is what constitutes proof 
of overdraft. Some sayan analysis of water 

How does saltwater contamin. 
CD RafnwIder III01ked.up by tile soil, repleRl.... 

of ...... In tile aquifer is dependent lIIosUr on 

® SIItnter ,"ps through tile DCUII subftoor CI 
• _I! _. __..... ofll'OUlIdwater. ~ ttIe ocean keeps tile saIlwIt 

ill 'I1Ie heIIbt of tile wlter table, .....sured In fee 
ali the alllOllllt of water dmm for public: sem 
"taIn1IIL " 

. _® GroIIIIdwater wells punqt the water, 101IIII at d4 
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supply and demand conducted over a signifi
cant period, including both wet and dry peri
ods, is enough to detennine if a basin is in 
overdraft. Others say actual physical hann 
due to the overdraft must be proven for the 
label to be attached to a basin. 

San Luis Obispo County's most recent 
study declares that the basin under the Mesa 
is in overdraft, but the court presiding over a 
complex groundwater lawsuit involving 
NCSD ruled it is not, based on a lack of 
physical evidence. 

The area in question is the N;pomo Mesa, 
27.5 square miles of rolling hills and deep 

® When poIIIIdwater IeftIs CO below sea kmtIli 
goulldwmr Ie the ocean, tile poaIbiIItJ incn 

· clllltlnalllalllthe fnIIrnter ...... 11Ie fast 
chance of uIbnIer IIIOYinI ln to til the hale • 

sandy oil rising above the Santa 
ley, which has absorbed much of 
County's recent development. Unl 
city of Santa Maria, which buys 
tal water from the state, Nipomo 
its water from the ground. 

''The amount of water that gets 
system varies very widely on the 
rainfall and the kind of uPOn,..,,,,,. 

said Jim Garing, consulting 
NCSD. 

The fear is not necessarily that 
will dry up but that Ov~~rpllmpljn~ 
Mesa could lead to sea water 

--. ... 
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mises for future water service 
known as "intent to serve" let

ters - while the task force wades 
through five reports and a court 
ruling to determine just how much 
water is available in Nipomo. 

David Church of the county's 
Local Agency Formation Com
mission, who went through a simi
lar process when he had to revise 
the sphere of influence boundaries 
for Nipomo, called it the "great 
water mystery of Nipomo." 

." think hydrogeology and groundwater 
basin are very difficult to analyze. II's very 
challenging to analyze how it's (the basin) 
going to respond over time to continued 
growth," said Church. 

The controversy revolves around the 
word "overdl8ft" A basin is in overdraft 
when the amount of water being extracted 
exceeds the amOllnt of water being replaced 
by such natural sources as rainfall, runoff 
and percolation from above-ground ba..~ ins. 
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suppl) and demand conducted over a signifi
cant period, including both wet and dry peri
ods. is enough to determine ir a basin is in 
overdraft. Others say actual physical harm 
due to the overdraft must be proven ror the 
label to be attached to a basin. 

San LUIS Obispo County 's most recent 
study declares that the basin under the Mesa 
is in overdraft. but the court presiding over a 
complex groundwater lawsuit involving 
NCSD ruled it is not, based on a lack or 
physical evidence. 

The llI'ea in question is the Nipomo Mesa. 
27.5 square mill;~ of rolling hills and deep 
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sandy !\oil rising above the Santi. p.
ley. which has absorbed much of 
County's recent development. Unl 
city or Santa Maria. which buys ~ 
tal water rrom the state. Nipomo 
its water from the ground. 

'The amount of water that get" 
system varies very widely on the 
ramfall and the kind of vegetative 
said Jim Garing. consulting engin 
NCSD. 

The fear is not necessarily that 
will dry up but that overpumping 
Mesa could lead to sea water bein 
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• Annual precTplbdion totals from 1975 thl'Olllh 
2000 depict hlchs at ewer 35" to lows below 10", 
with an awrage of 18.7". 

How does saltwater contaminate the freshwater supply? 

~--

CD RaInwater Is Raked up by the soli, replenfsblng the underground aqvffer. The amount 
at water 1ft the ...... is dependeqt mos6)r on raInfaI totals. 

® Sdwlller _ps tInIIah the OC8lIn sublloor creating a "saltwater aquifer". The outftow 
.. at gro~erto ttIe CI4*.In keeps thesallwllterat INIy in.the zone of dl~n. 

® 'I1Ie hei&ht of the wilier table, meMUred In feet above sea 1eYeI, ftuctuates dependinf 
on the 8JI1OIIIIt of water drawn lOt' public services and water ret>IenIabtd throu",raltiflill: . -.. . ... .. .'. . 

_____ ®OroImdwlller wellsJIUIIIII the w.-ter; ..MIne at deplfl., at over 150 feet, from the aquifer. .. 
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® When IIJ'OIIndwater levels &0 below sea level and there Is not enoup outflow at 
IIJ'OIIndwatar to the oceIIn, tIM JIOS$lblJily Increases of saltwater intrusion 
cOlltamlllatlnl the fnIItnrattr ,upply. The faster the ratl! of pumping, till! greaterthe 
chance of saltwater IIICI¥Iq In to IIU the hoM left behind by the fn!shwatlIr. 

and demand conducted over a signifi
period, including both wet and dry peri
is enough to determine if a basin is in 

..·... rr1r"'T. Others say actual physical harm 
the overdraft must be proven for the 

to be attached to a basin. 
Luis Obispo County's most recent 

declares that the basin under the Mesa 
(lv,>rl1,I'<In but the court presiding over a 

...........",'" groundwater lawsuit involving 
ruled it is not, based on a lack of 

sical evidence. 
rne area in question is the Nipomo Mesa, 
Ssquare miks of rolling hills and deep 

sandy soil rising above the Santa Maria Val
ley, which has absorbed much of the South 
County's recent development. Unlike the 
city of Santa Maria, which buys c;upplcmen
tal water from the state. Nipomo cxtmcts all 
its water from the ground. 

"The amount of water that gets into that 
system varies very widely on the amount of 
rainfall and the kind of vegetative cover." 
said Jim Garing, consulting engin er for 
NCSD. 

The fear is not necessarily that the ground 
will dry up but that overpumping on the 
Mesa could lead to sea water being pulled 

AdoM PI'8GS graphlclMlchael A. Marlant 

into the fre~h-water b·lsin. 
As ground\\' ler levels go below sea level 

and outflo~ \It gr )undwater to the ocean 
decreases, the risk, increase. for saltwater 
contaminatIOn. 

"And once that hap,rens, it's almost 
impossible to reverse, said Doug Jones, 
NCSD general manager. 

Other cua.;tal countie~ - including Mon
terey and Ventura - ha\ I: already experi
'nced that lale 

Currently, the . is no evidence of sea- . 
water int01sion. but 'orne hydrologists worry 

See WATER, PAGE 11 
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period, including both wet and dry !,'Cd
is enough to detcnnine if a basin IS In 

.,'rd'~f'. Others say actual physical harm 
to the overdraft must be proven for the 
to be attached to a basin. 

Luis Obispo County's most reccnt 
declares thai the basin under the Mesa 
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\1 laws un involving 
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sandy soil rising abo"'e the Santa Maria V.U 
ley. which has absorbed milch of Iht· S("\uth 
County's recent de\ eiopmenL Unhke the 
city of Santa Mana, which buys ~uprlclnen
tal water from the stllte, Nipomo cxtra~b al l 
its water from the ground. 

"The amount of \uter that gets into that 
system varies very widely on the amount of 
ramfall and the kind of vegetative cover." 
said lim Garing. consulting engin..:>!r tor 
NCSD. 

The fear is not necessarily that the bround 
will dry up but that overpumping on the 
Mesa could lead to sea water bemg pulled 

into the Ire. b-water basin. 
As ground",.der level~ go below sea level 

and audIo.." uf F-wundwlter to the ocean 
decreaM: ... the wok Incrc:~' for saltwater 
contamination. 

"And once ttl,lt happens. it's almost 
impossible to rcv\!rse, said Doug Jones, 
N('SO general manager. 

Other ooa."llll coumies - including Mon
terey and Ventura - h.ne- a1rcad)' experi
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Currentl). th 'n' is no evidence of sea·· 
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See WATER. PAGE 11 
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Water: Multiple conflicting studies cloud the answ 

The 'definitive' studyWATER, FROM PAGE 1 

The state Department of
about depressions in the Water Resources began a 
southwest corner of the study called "Water 
Mesa. Resources of the Arroyo 

Surface depressions are Grande-Nipomo Mesa Area" 
located where the groundwa in 1992. Ten years later, the 
ter level below has dropped final report left county offi
at a much faster rate than the cials scratching their heads. 
surrounding basin, allowing "There's this problem 
the land to sink in that area. with DWR," said John Hand, 
One of those depressions is senior county planner. "The
near an NCSD well. data that they present seem 

To determine how worried to lead to the conclusion that 
they should be, members of the extraction (of water on 
the water task force are look the Mesa) is in excess of (the
ing at hydrologic reports pre basin's) sustainable yield, 
pared on behalf of govern but in their narrative conclu
ment agencies and large sion they claim that there is 
developers. In addition, they no overdraft." 
must consider the implica From the years 1984 to 
tions of the recent court rul 1995, the DWR found, there 
ing. They have their work was an average outflow of
cut out for them. 8,200 acre-feet of water per 

Water task force's 

mission grows, blurs 


Adobe 

The mission of the task force designed to clear up 
confusion around water issues in Nipomo has itself 
become a source of confusion. 

The Nipomo Mesa Water Task Force was initially 
created as an ad-hoc committee by the Nipomo Com
munity Services District board in a June 23 meeting to 
recommend a policy for allocating new water service, 
but since its formation, that mission has both grown and 
blurred - and not without communi ty dissent. 

"I didn't vote on the formation " aid Cliff Trotter, 
task force member and NCSD director. "Katcho 
(Achadjian, the district's county supervisor) just created 
that thing. My version of what it should've done is rec
ommend a method of restricting water use." 

The task force's membership grew to include two 
members of the Nipomo Community Advisory Council 
- which will share task force opinions with the county 
- and Jerry Bunin, a representative from the Home 
Builders Association of the Central Coast. 

But in its effort to addres the questions of the coun
ty and NCSD in one jump, the task force thwarted its 
own eft rt to orne up with a clear water service recom
mendation. 

"There absolutely is not any kind of agreement on 
any of these," said Mike Winn, task force chair and 
NCSD board pre ident. 
- Examples of-disagre ment are-not hard to find. 

"At this point in time, there isn 't a (water overdraft) 
problem, in my estimation from lookino at the different 
reports," said John Brantingham, a task force and 
NCAC member and a local real estate agent. "Does that 
mean that there will be one developing? No." 

Trotter di agrees: "There's an overwhelming evi
dence that there is overdraft. And every bit of te timony 
that contradicted that was bia ed testimony from dey 1
opers tbat d n't want to hear the word 'overdraft. '" 

~inn acknowledged. that any task force recommen-

New construction development is on tCONSTRUCTION WOES 
water service while the task force wades through five reports and a 

year and an inflow of 6,800 
acre-feet per year - an aver
age loss of 1,400 acre-feet 
annually. 

Based on current zoning 
and rate of growth, the report 
predicted outflow could 
exceed inflow by 2,400 acre
feet in 2010 and 3,800 acre
feet in 2020. 

(An acre-foot is equal to 
about 326,000 gallons, or 
enough to meet the average 
yearly water needs of two 
families of three.) 

The glossary of the same 
report defined overdraft as 
"the condition of a ground
water basin or subbasin in 
which the amount of water 
withdrawn by pumping 
exceeds the amount of water 
that recharges the basin over 
a period of years." 

However, the report con
cludes, "This study refrains 
from finding that the Santa 
Maria Groundwater Basin 
within San Luis Obispo 
County is currently in over
draft because of consistent 
subsurface outflow to the 
ocean and no evidence of 
sea-water intrusion," specifi
cally rejecting a statement of 
overdraft for the Mesa as 
well. 

"The main author (of the 
repOlt) died, so we didn't 
have that resource to go back 
to about this discrepancy," 
aid Christine Ferrara, a 

county Public Wries Depart
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion:' she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conclu
sions." 

The Santa Malia ground
water lawsuit, first filed in 

don't know if you're a 
hydrologist," said Jeff 
Robinson, lawyer for the 
large Woodlands develop
ment, addressing the task 
force. "You have very little 
ability to weigh and judge 
conflicting reports." 

The court found no evi
dence of physical harm due 
to overdraft, such as a 
decline in water quality, sea
water intrusion or ground 
subsidence. 

"A whole litany of horrors 
have not occurred, but is that 
really a determination of 
overdraft?" asked Jon Seitz, 
NCSD's legal counsel. 

The court still must deter
mine the basin's safe yield 
- the amount that can be 
safely withdrawn per year 
while maintaining the basin's 
equilibrium - and how that 
yield should be divvied up, a 
ruling no utility board or 
government agency will be 
able to ignore. 

Other reports 
If the DWR report is con

fusing and the court's judg
ment half-finished, the water 
task force can choose from a 
number of other reports. 

The Woodlands develop
er's 1998 study claims water 
losses from the develop
ment's pumping will 
decreas with time as water 
flows in from the Santa (n
Maria Valley, but those find a ( 
ings are limited, fail ing to ad
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. co 

Another report used by in 
NCSD in the water lawsuit ov 
clearly states the basin is in ly; 
overdraft, estimating a au 
deficit of 4 ,080 acre-feet per ell 
year by 2020. 

'1 think it can alI . .dn.___~ 
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Water: Multiple conflicting studies cloud the answ 
WATER, FROM PAGE 1 

about depressions in the 
southwest corner of the 
Mesa. 

Surface depressions are 
located where the groundwa~ 
ler leve l below has dropped 
at a much faster rate than the 
surrounding basin, allowi ng 
the land to sink in thai area. 
One of those depressions is 
near an NCSD well. 

To determine how worried 
they should be, members of 
the waler task force are look · 
ing at hydrologic reports pre
pared on behalf of govern
ment agencies and large 
developers. In addition, they 
must conside r the implica
tions of the recent court rul 
ing. They have their work 
cut out for them. 

The 'definitive' study 
The state Department of 

Water Resources began a 
study called i'Waler 
Resources of the Arroyo 
Grande-Nipomo Mesa Area" 
in 1992. Ten years later, the 
final report len county offi
cia ls sc ratching their heads. 

"There's this problem 
with DWR," sa id John Hand , 
senior county planner. "The 
data that they present seem 
to lead to the conclusion that 
the extraction (of water on 
the Mesa) is in excess of (the 
basin 's) sustainable yield, 
but in their narrative conclu
sion they claim that there is 
no overdra ft." 

From the years 1984 to 
1995, the DWR found. there 
was an average outflow of 
8,200 acre-feel of water per 

Water task force's 
mission grows, blurs 

KIRSTEN FlAGG 
Adobe 

The mission of the tas k fo rce designed to clear up 
confusion around water issues in Nipomo has itself 
become a source of confusion. 

The Nipomo Mesa Water Task Force was initially 
created as an ad-hoc committee by the Nipomo Com~ 
munity Services District board in a June 23 meeting to 
recommend a policy for allocati ng new water service. 
but since its formation, that mission has both grown and 
blurred - and not without commu nity dissent. 

" I didn't vote on the fonnation." said Cli ff Trotter. 
task force member and NCSD director. "Katcho 
(Achadjian, the district's county supervisor) just created 
that thing. My version of what it shou ld 've done is rec~ 
ommend a method of restricting water use." 

The task force's membership grew to include two 
members of the Nipomo Comm unity Advisory Council 
- which will share task force opin ions with the coun ty 
- and Jerry Bunin, a representative from the Home 
Builders Association of the Central Coast. 

But in its effort to address the questions of the coun~ 
ty and NCSD in one jump, the task force thwarted its 
own effort to come up with a clear water service recom
mendation. 

"There absolutely is not any kind of agreement on 
any of these," said Mike Winn, task force chair and 
NCSD board president. 

Exampies of-tiisagn:ements-arellot hard to find. 
" Allhis point in Lime, there isn't a (water overdraft) 

problem, in my estimation, from look.ing at the different 
reports," said John Brantingham. a task force and 
NCAC member and a local real estate agent. " Does that 
mean that there will be one devel oping? No:' 

Trotter disagrees: "There's an overwhelming evi· 
dence that there is overdraft . And every bit of testimony 
that contradicted that was biased testimony from devel~ 
opers that don't want to hear the word ·overdraft. '" 

Winn acknowledged that any task force recommen-
t"n . p t 

CONSTRUCTION WOES - New construction development is on I 
waler service while the task force wades through five reports and a 

year and an inflow of 6,800 don' t know if you' re a 
acre-feet per year - an aver- hydrologist," said Jeff 
age loss of 1.400 acre~fee t Robinson, lawyer for the 
annually. large Woodlands develop-

Based on current zoni ng ment, addressing the task 
and rate of growth, the report force. "You have very little 
predicted outflow could ability to weigh and Judge 
exceed inflow by 2,400 acre· conflicting reports." 
feet in 2010 and 3.800 acre- The court found no evi-
feet in 2020. dence of physical harm due 

(An acre· foot is equal to to overdraft, such as a 
about 326,000 gallons, or decline in water quality, sea-
enough to meet the average water intrusion or ground 
yearly water needs of two subsidence. 
families of three.) " A whole li tany of horrors 

The glossary of the same have not occurred. but is that 
report defined overdraft as really a determination of 
" the condition o f a ground- overdraft?" asked Jon Seitz, 
water basin or subbasin in NCSD's legal counsel. 
which the amount of water The court still must deter-
withdrawn by pumping mine the basin 's safe y ield 
exceeds Ihe amount of water - the amountlhat can be 
that recharges the basin over safely withdrawn per year 
a period of years." while maintaining the basin's 

However, the report con- equilibrium - and how that 
cludes. "This study refrains yield should be divvied up, a 
from finding that the Santa ruling no utility board or 
Maria Groundwater Basin government agency will be 
within San Luis Obispo able to ignore. 
County is cu rrently in over
draft becau~e of consistent 
su bsurface outflow to the 
ocean and no evidence of 
sea-water intrusion," specifi~ 
cally rejecting a stiltement of 
overdraft for the Mesa as 
well. 

'"The main author (of the 
repol1) died, so we didn 't 
have that resource to go back 
to abQul this discrepancy;' 
said Chri stine Ferrara, a 
county Public Wurks Depart
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga~ 
tion." she added. " DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very. very cautious 
about coming to conclu~ 
sions." 

The Santa Mruia ground
water lawsu it first filed in 

Other reports 
If the DWR report is con

fusing and the court 's j udg
ment half-finished, the water 
task force can choose from a 
number of other reports. 

The Woodlands develop~ 
er's 1998 study claims water 
losses from the develop
ment's pumpin~ will 
decrease with time as w.ater 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley, but those find~ 
iogs are limited, fail ing to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSD in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdrdft, estimating a 
deficit of 4,080 acre-feet per 
year b 2020. 

"I . . 
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CONSTRUCTION WOES - New construction development is on hold as the NCSD has stopped all new promises for future 
water service while the task force wades through five reports and a court ruling to determine just how much water is available. 

year and an inflow of 6,800 don ' t know if you're a 
acre-feet per year - an aver
age loss of 1,400 acre-feet 
annually. 

Based on current zoning 
and rate of growth, the report 
predicted outflow could 
exceed inflow by 2,400 acre-
feet in 2010 and 3,800 acre-
feet in 2020. 

(An acre-foot is equal to 
about 326,000 gallons, or 
enough to meet the average 
yearly water needs of two 
families of three.) 

The glossary of the same 
report defined overdraft as 
" the condition of a ground
water basin or subbasin in 
which the amount of water 
withdrawn by pumping 
exceeds the amount of water 
that recharges the basin over 
a period of years." 

However, the report con
cludes, "This study refrains 
from finding that the Santa 
Maria Groundwater Basin 
within San Luis Obispo 
County is currently in over
draft because of consistent 
subsurface outflow to the 
ocean and no evidence of 
sea-water intrusion," specifi
cally rejecting a statement of 
overdraft for the Mesa as 
well. 

"The main author (of the 
report) died , so we didn't 
have that resource to go back 
to about this discrepancy," 
said Christine Ferrara, a 
county Public Works Depart
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion," she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conclu
sions." 

The Sa~t~ M~ia~rou~~-

hydrologist," said Jeff 
Robinson, lawyer for the 
large Woodlands develop
ment, addressing the task 
force. "You have very little 
ability to weigh and judge 
conflicting reports ." 

The court found no evi
dence of physical harm due 
to overdraft, such as a 
decline in water quality, sea
water intrusion or ground 
subsidence. 

"A whole litany of horrors 
have not occurred, but is that 
really a determination of 
overdraft?" asked Jon Seitz, 
NCSD's legal counsel. 

The court still must deter
mine the basin 's safe yield 
- the amount that can be 
safely withdrawn per year 
while maintaining the basin's 
equilibrium - and how that 
yield should be divvied up, a 
ruling no utility board or 
government agency will be 
able to ignore. 

Other reports 
If the DWR report is con

fusing and the court's judg
ment half-finished, the water 
task force can choose from a 
number of other reports. 

The Woodlands develop
er 's 1998 study claims water 
losses from the develop
ment's pumping will 
decrease with time as water 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley, but those find
ings are limited, failing to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSD in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdraft. estimating a 
deficit of 4 ,080 acre-feet per 
year by 2020.

" . . 

Water storage changes 
in Nipomo Mesa subbasin 

• Three different reports were produced to estimate 
the amont of water the basin lowers each year - both 
past averages and projections. But each report used 
different dates, resulting in differing data. 

AFY = acre feet per year 
(XX) = deficiency, or negative change in storage 

Woodlands Development's Environmental Impact Report 
Cleathe and Associates, 1998 

Average 1777-1992 (193 AFY) 
(phase I) 1992-2008 (275 AFY) 
(phase II) 2008-2024 (82 AFY) 
(phase III) 2024-2040 (60 AFY) 

State of California Department of Water Resources 
Water Resources of the Arroyo Grande · Nipomo Mesa Area, 2002 

Average 1984-1995 (1,400 AFY) 
Annual 2010 (2,400 AFY) 
Annual 2020 (3,800 AFY) 

Science Applications International Corporation 
NCSD Hydrologic Inventory for Nipomo Mesa Sub-basin, 2003 

Average 1975-1995 (1,100 AFY) 

Annual 2000 (4,660 AFY) 

Annual 2020 (4,080 AFY) 


(report) that was going to be urban and agricultural 
a definitive explanation:' he growth." said Ferrara. "We 
added. can with confidence ;,.dvise 

A March 2004 report - our board that the time of 
commissioned by the county some action to be taken with 
in response to its confusion growth ... is imminent." 
over the DWR study - ana- However, the county can
\yzes the plethora of studies not control w. ter use. Only 
out there already and con- such supplier as NCSD can 
cludes: "The Nipomo Mesa encourage watt. onserva
portionofthe~a~a~M~~~__~o~~____________________~_____aria ti~n.. 
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year and an inflow of 6.800 
acre-feet per year - an aver
age loss of 1.400 acre-feet 
annually. 

Based on current zoning 
and rate of growth. the report 
predicted oUlflow could 
exceed inflow by 2.400 acre
fee l in 2010 and 3.800 acre
feet in 2020. 

(An acre-foot is equal to 
about 326,000 gallons. or 
enough to meet the average 
yearly water needs of two 
families of three.) 

The ~lossary of the same 
report aefined overdraft as 
"the condition of a ground
water basin or subbasin in 
which the amount of water 
withdrawn by pumping 
exceeds the amount of water 
thai recharges the basin over 
a period of years." 

However, the report con· 
eludes, "This study refrains 
from finding that the Santa 
Maria Groundwater Basin 
within San Luis Obispo 
County is currently in over
draft because of consistent 
subsurface outflow to the 
ocean and no evidence of 
sea-water intrusion," spec ifi
cally rejecting a statement of 
overdraft for the Mesa as 
well. 

"The main author (of the 
report) died, so we didn't 
have that resource to go back. 
to about this discrepancy," 
said Christine Ferrara, a 
county Public Works Depart· 
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, thai basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion:' she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conelu
sions." 

The Santa Maria around-
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don ' t know if you're a 
hydrologist." said Jeff 
Robinson. lawyer for the 
large Woodlands develop
ment. addressing the task 
force. " You have very lin Ie 
ability to weigh and Judge 
confljcting reports." 

The court found no evi
dence of physical harm due 
to overdraft, such as a 
decline in water quality, sea
water intrusion or ground 
subsidence. 

"A whole litany of horrors 
have not occurred, but is that 
really a determination of 
overdraft?" asked Jon Seitz, 
NCSD's legal counsel. 

The court st ill must deter
mine the basin's safe y ield 
- the amount thaI can be 
safely withdrawn per year 
while maintaining the basin 's 
equilibrium - and how that 
yield should be divvied up, a 
ruling no utility board or 
government agency will be 
able to ignore, 

Othftr reports 
If the DWR report is con

fusing and the court's judg
ment half-fmished, the water 
task force can choose from a 
number of other reports. 

The Woodlands develop
er's 1998 study claims water 
losses from the develop· 
ment's pumpi n~ will 
decrease with time as water 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley, but those find
ings are limited, failing to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSO in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdraft. estimating a 
deficit of 4,080 acre·feet per 
year b 2020. 
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Water storage changes 
in Nipomo Mesa subbasin 

• Three different reports were produced to estimate 
the amont of water the basin lowers each year - both 
past averages and projections. But each report used 
different dates, resulting in differing data. 

AFY:: acre feet per year 
(XX) ... deficiency. or negative change in storage 

Woodlands DeYefopment's ErMronmentallmpact Report 
Cleathe 8fJ(/ Associates, 1998 

Average 
(phase II 
(phase II) 

(phase 1111 

1777·1992 
1992-2008 
2008-2024 
2024-2040 

(193 AFYI 
(275 AFYI 
(82 AFYI 
(60 AFYI 

Slate of C.lifumIa Department of Wale< R ......... 
Water Resources of the Arroyo Grande· Nipomo Mesa Area, 2002 

Average 
Annual 
Annual 

1984-1995 
2010 
2020 

(1,400 AFYI 
(2,400 AfYI 
(3,800 AFYI 

Science A,pllc_ Intamational Co<po<ation 
NCSD Hydrologic Inventory for Nipomo Mesa Sutrbasin, 2003 

Average 
Annual 
Annual 

1975-1995 
2000 
2020 

(1,100 AFYI 
(4,660 AFYI 
(4 ,080 AFYI 

(report) that was going to be urban and agricultural 
a definitive explanation ," he growth." said Ferrara. "We 
added. can with confidence advise 

A March 2004 report - our board that the time of 
commiss ioned by the county some action to be taken with 
in response to its confusion growth ... is imminent:' 
over the DWR study - ana- However, the county can· 
Iyzes the plethora of studies not control water use. Only 
out there already nnd con- such suppliers as NCSD can 
eludes: "The Nipomo Mesa encourage wah .. f conserva-
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"There absolutely is not any kind of agreement on 
any of these," said Mike Winn. task force chair and 
NCSD board president. 

Examples' of-dis greements are-not hard t find.
..At this point in time, there isn't a (wat r verdraft) 

problem, in my estimation, from lookmg at the different 
reports ," said John Brantingham. a task force and 
NCAC member and a local real estate agent. "Does that 
mean that there will be one developing? No." 

Trotter disagrees : "There's an overwhelming evi
dence that there is overdraft. And every bit of testimony 
that contradicted that was biased testimony from devel
opers that don't want to hear the word 'overdraft. '" 

Winn acknowledged that any task force recommen
dation now would be diluted by the three members who 
are not NCSD customers or board members. Thus, the 
task force will come to no formal consensus. 

"Time is slipping away," said Ed Eby, an NCSD cus
tomer and member of the environmentalist group Save 
the Mesa. "Our water shortage is only getting worse. 
They're likely to continue to commit to new cust mers 
from a water supply that's in question. I think they need 
to come up with a new intent-to-serve policy as quick 
as possible." 

Trotter and Winn will share their own personal opin
ions based on task force discussion and expert testimo
ny at the next NC D meeting July 28. Intent-to-serve 
letters will start being issued again on the same day, 
according to Winn. 

"It (the task force) turned out all right," said Trotter. 
"I think the main value of tllat Wa!. education, because 
certainly there weren 't any decisi ns made." 

Stajfwriter Kirsten Flagg can be reached at 739·2206 
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"The mam author (of the 
report) died. so we didn't 
have that resource to go back 
to ;!bout this discrepancy," 
said hristine Ferrara, a 
county Public Works Depart
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion." she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conclu
sions." 

The Santa Maria ground
water lawsuit, first filed in 
1997, now involves hun
dreds of parties, including 
groups of farmers, small 
landowners. the city of Santa 
Maria and NCSD and is 
being litigated in Santa Clara 
County Superior Court. 

Some argue the task force 
should give more weight to 
the court's "no overdraft" 
ruling than to any single 
study because of the court 's 
authority in judging the cred
ibility of its many expert wit
nesses. 

''I'm not a hydrologist; I 
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er' s 1998 study claims watel 
losses from the develop
ment's pumping will 
decrease with time as water 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley, but those find· 
ings are limited, failing to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSD in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdraft, estimating a 
deficit of 4,080 acre-feet pel 
year by 2020. 

"I think it can all be 
summed up fairly clearly," 
said Jesse Hill, a lawyer for 
small land owners in the 
groundwater litigation. "It's 
pick a period, pick a result. 
Pick an area, pick a result. 
Pick an expert and you pick 
a conclusion." 

In other words, anyone" 
can find a way to come up 
with whatever conclusion hI 
wants. 

"I think a lot of us made 
faulty assumption that it wa: 
going to be the DWR 
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"There absolutely is nOI any kind of agreement on 
any of these," said Mike Win n. task force chair and 
NCSD board president. 

Exam pleS" of-dis3gret:ments are not hard to fi nd. 
"At this point in time , there isn ' t a (wateroverdrnft) 

problem. in my estimation. from lookmg at the differe nt 
reports." said John Brantingham, a task force and 
NCAC member and a local real estate agen!. " Does that 
mean that there will be one developing? No." 

Trotter disagrees: 'There's an overwhelming evi
dence that there is overdraft. And every bit of testimony 
that contradicted that was biased testimony from devel
ope rs that don't want to hear the word 'overdraft. ' " 

Winn acknowledged that any task force recommen
dation now would be diluted by the three members who 
are not NCSD customers o r board members. Thus, the 
task force will come to no fo rmal consensus. 

''Time is slippi ng away," said Ed Eby, an NCSD cus
tomer and member of the environmentalist group Save 
the Mesa. "Our water shortage is on ly getting worse. 
They're likely to continue to commit to new customers 
from a water supply that's in question.l think they need 
to come up with a new intent-to-serve policy as quick 
as possible." 

Trotter and Winn will share their own personal opin
ions based on task force discussion and expert testimo
ny at the next NC D meeting July 28. Intent-ta-serve 
letters will start being issued again o n the same day. 
according to Winn. 

" It (the task force) turned out all righL" said Trotter. 
" I think the main value of that WID. education, because 
certainly there were n't any decisi ns made:' 
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' '111e maIO author (of the 
report) died, so we didn't 
have thai resource to go back 
to about this discrepancy." 
said hristi ne Ferrara, a 
county Public Works Depart
ment engineer. 

" By 2002. that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion:' she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conc lu
sions. " 

The Santa Maria ground
water lawsuit, first fi led in 
1997, now involves hun
dreds of farties, including 
groups 0 farmers, small 
landowners. the city of Santa 
Maria and NCSD and is 
being litigated in Santa Clara 
County Superior Court. 

Some argue the task force 
should give more weight to 
the court 's "no overdraft" 
nlling than to any sing le 
study because of the court 's 
authority in j udging the cred
ibility of it s many expert wit
nesses. 

''I'm not a hydrologist; I 

e7s 1998 stu3y clai ms watel 
losses from the develop
ment' s pumpin~ will 
decrease with tIme as water 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley. but those find· 
ings are limited, fa iling to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSD in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdraft, estimating a 
deficit of 4,080 acre-feet pet 
year by 2020. 

" I think it can all be 
summed up fairly clearly," 
said Jesse Hill. a lawyer for 
small land ow ners in the 
groundwater litigation. "It's 
pick a period, pick a result . 
Pick an area, pick a result. 
Pick an expert and you pick 
a conclusion." 

In other words , anyone ' 
can find a way 10 come up 
with whatever conclus ion hi 
wants. 

" I think a lot of us made: 
fau lty assumption that it wa 
going 10 be the DWR 
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ocean and no evidence of 
sea-water intnIsion," specifi
cally rejecting a statement of 
overdraft for the Mesa as 
well. 

"The main author (of the 
report) died, so we didn't 
have that resource to go back 
to !!bollt this discrepancy," 
said Christine Ferrara, a 
county Public Works Depart
ment engineer. 

"By 2002, that basin was 
in the throes of the litiga
tion," she added. "DWR 
approached it gingerly. They 
were very, very cautious 
about coming to conclu
sions." 

The Santa Maria ground
water lawsuit, first filed in 
1997, now involves hun
dreds of parties, including 
groups of farmers, small 
landowners, the city of Santa 
Maria and NCSD and is 
being litigated in Santa Clara 
County Superior Court. 

Some argue the task force 
should give more weight to 
the court's "no overdraft" 
mling than to any single 
study because of the court's 
authority in judging the cred
ibility of its many expert wit
~~. 

'Tm not a hydrologist; I 

e WR report is con
fusing and the court's judg
ment half-finished, the water 
task force can choose from a 
number of other reports. 

The Woodlands develop
er's 1998 study claims water 
losses from the develop
ment's pumping will 
decrease with time as water 
flows in from the Santa 
Maria Valley, but those find
ings are limited, failing to 
account for urban growth 
beyond the development. 

Another report used by 
NCSD in the water lawsuit 
clearly states the basin is in 
overdraft, estimating a 
deficit of 4,080 acre-feet per 
year by 2020. 

"I think it can all be 
summed up fairly clearly," 
said Jesse Hill, a lawyer for 
small land owners in the 
groundwater litigation. "It's 
pick a period, pick a result. 
Pick an area, pick a result. 
Pick an expert and you pick 
a conclusion." 

In other words, anyone· 
can find a way to come up 
with whatever conclusion he 
wants. 

"I think a lot of us made a 
faulty assumption that it was 
~~~~~DWR 
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Science Applications International Corporation 
NCSD Hydrologic Inventory for Nipomo Mesa Sub-basin , 2003 

Average 1975-1995 (1,100 AFY) 
Annual 2000 
Annual 2020 

(report) that was going to be 
a definitive explanation," he 
added. 

A March 2004 report 
commissioned by the county 
in response to its confusion 
over the DWR study - ana
lyzes the plethora of studies 
out there already and con
cludes: "The Nipomo Mesa 
portion of the Santa Maria 
Groundwater Basin is cur
rently in overdraft and pro
jections of future demand 
indicate increasing over
draft," but saltwater intru
sion is many decades off. 

"There is one consistency 
among all the data, and that 
is that if this basin is not in 
overdraft right now, it is cer
tain to be soon with all the 

Proposed 
Tax-exempt, 

(4,660 AFY) 

(4,080 AFY) 


urban and agricultural 
. growth," said Ferrara. "We 
can with confidence advise 
our board that the time of 
some action to be taken with 
growth ... is imminent." 

However, the county can
not control water use. Only 
such suppliers as NCSD can 
encourage water conserva
tion. 

The water task force is 
just one step in a process that 
may end eventually at the 
Santa Clara County Superior 
Court, whose final ruling on 
safeyield will clinch the fate 
of the Mesa and its water. 

Staffwriter Kirsten Flagg 
can be reached at 739-2206 
or kflagg@pulitzer.net. 
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• ocean and no evidence of fusing and the coun's judg-
sea-water intrusion.'" specifi- men! half-fi nished. the water 
cally rejecting a statement of task force can choose from a 
overdraft for the Mesa as number of other reports. 
well. The Woodlands develop-

"The main author (of the er's 1998 study claims water 
report) died. so we didn ' t losses from the develop-
have that resource to go back meot's pumpin~ will 
to about this discrepancy." decrease with time 8S water 
said Christine Ferrara, a flows in from the Santa 
county Public Works Depart- Maria Valley, bUllhose find-
men! engineer. iogs are limited. failing to 

'-By 2002. that basin was account for urban growth 
in the throes of the litiga- beyond the de .... elopment. 
tion:' she added. "DWR Another report used by 
approached it gingerly. They NCSD in the water lawsuit 
were .... ery ..... ery cautious clearly states the basin is in 
about coming to conclu- o .... erdraft. estimating a 
sions." deficit of 4,080 acre-feet per 

The Santa Maria ground- year by 2020. 
water lawsuit. first filed in " I think it can all be 
1997. now invol .... es hun- summed up fairly clearly," 
dreds of parties, including said Jesse Hill , a lawyer for 
groups of famlers, small small land owners in the 
landowners. the city of Santa groundwater litigation. " It's 
Maria and NCSD and is pick a period, I?ick a result. 
being litigated in Santa Clara Pick an area, pick a result. 
County Superior Court. Pick an expert and you pick 

Some argue the task force a concl usion." 
should gi .... e more weight 10 In other words, anyone· 
the court 's "no overdraft" can find a way to come up 
mling than to any single with whatever conclusion he 
study because of the court 's wants. 
authority in judging the cred- " I think a lot of us made a 
ibility of ils many expert wit- faullY assumption that it was 
nesses. going to be the DWR 

"I'm nOI a hydrologist; 1 
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Science Applications International Corporation 
NCSD Hydrologic Inventory for Nipomo Mesa Sub-basin. 2003 

Average 
Annual 
Annual 

1975-1995 
2000 
2020 

(report) that was going to be 
a definitive explanation ," he 
added . 

A March 2004 report -
commissioned by the county 
in response to its confusion 
over the DWR study - ana
lyzes the plethora of studies 
out there already and con
cludes: "The Nipomo Mesa 
portion of the Santa Maria 
Groundwater Basin is cur
rently in overdraft and pro
jections of future demand 
indicate increasing over
draft." but saltwater intru
sion is many decades off. 

"There is one consistency 
among alilhe data, and that 
is that if this basin is not in 
overdraft right now, it is cer
tain to be soon with all the 

(1.100 AFY) 
(4,660 AFY) 
(4,080 AFY) 

urban and agricultural 
growth," said Ferrara. "We 
can with confidence advise 
our board thai Ihe time of 
some action to be taken with 
growth ... is imminent." 

However. the CQUnly can
not control water use. Only 
such suppliers as NCSD can 
encourage water conser .... a
tion. 

The water task force is 
just one step in a process Ihat 
may end eventually at the 
Santa Clara County Superior 
Court. whose final ruling on 
safe yield will clinch the fale 
of the Mesa and its waler. 

Staff writer Kirsten Flagg 
can be reached at 739-2206 
or kflagg@pulitzer:. llef. 
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Expected Rating: 
A3 Rated by Moody's 

Expected Maturities: 
6/1/07 through 6/1/25 & 6/1 /34 
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